COMMON ENGLISH IDIOMS & SLANG (COMMONLY-USED US & 

BRIT ENGLISH SLANG) 


February 
18 , 2011 


Commonly-Used US Slang 

■ Ace -jJbLo ; P *Q LLolA 

0 eg: He's an ace reporter. 

■ Action— jjuLoJI I t AjJLuuLkJI ; 6 »jL)N 

0 eg: Do you know where the 
action is in this town? 

■ Aft O — - Q »mCII ^aimiJLI iiL*JuJLfijJI osM^JI 

j-o VI yjOJLM JLl9 jJui ^ tv jJ 1 JJtXoJI 

asjls^l 

0 eg: Did you see that guy ? His 
afro must have been two feet 
high. 

■ Airhead=^oj>i 

0 eg: My sister's boyfriend is a real 

airhead. 

■ All ears—I <uJJL ojLuJI ojjb} 

{ ^OJUUULO) CuS* Lo (jljl :«oua aJI 

0 eg: I was all ears as Svet told 
me this exciting story. 

■ All wet="Ll£ 3 l L0L0J «uLb 

0 eg: Your ideas about politics are 

all wet. 

■ All-nighter= JUUI JI^L* ±ju 

o eg: I almost fell asleep during the 
test after an all-nighter. 

■ Ammo=( u oL» J JI) >*>jJI 

o eg: The gun was useless after the 

killer ran out of ammo. 


.xiLiLii ol «J5-> t^La^j oJ| i3Lo>j j,bJI 

, )juuUUuq JI^SI ,jjo "ipjLo^JI 
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■ Antifreeze= P L»3 ^juUloJ I v^^JuJlo 

o eg: I really need some 
antifreeze in me on cold days 
like this. 

■ Arm pit—ji&o ,03^510 ,cus 1^3^ 

o eg: This town is really an armpit. 

■ Awesome=J3^o , v ^. G o 

o eg: What an awesome sunset. 

■ Bad=”ljL5- JJl? m Q»»C ,JliJuuJ 

o eg: Wow, that was really a bad 
movie. 

■ Barf=Lajup 


o eg: He barfed all over the seat of 
the airplane. 

Bashed - |J> »*< «-»3^Xo ,jaJ3*o-o 

o eg: The boat was bashed beyond 
recognition. 


■ Beat —(ijUlJI JliJumi) .)! gno 

o eg: After working all day I am 
really beat. 

■ Beemer= s 4jb. 1 o • IJ 6jLuuJ 

o eg: He just bought a new 
Beemer to drive to work in. 

■ Bench — t > >j # vixmu r j jJaj 

o eg: He was benched during the 
basketball playoffs. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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■ Boo-boo=Ux> ,&LxU 

o eg: If you make another boo-boo 
like that, you won't have a job. 

■ Booze= JI fjuxoll 

o eg: I promised to bring two 
bottles of booze to the party. 

■ Boy — {(«_9Ldb) JL? jtynjJj ijS’ 

o eg: Boy, it x s hot today. 

■ Bread—^ ai^JLs r 

o eg: I need some bread to pay for 
my car. 

■ B r e a k = ojumi Llo ,oad 

o eg: A lucky break helped him get 
the job. 

■ Break it up=^o_9 ,^0-93, 

o eg: Break it up, or I will call the 
police. 

■ Bring-down= ^Jl y ,o 

JilaJI 

o eg: The news of the airplane 
crash was a bring-down. 

■ Buck= 

o eg: Do you have a buck I can 
borrow? 

■ Bummed=vuiio 

o eg: I was really bummed after I 
heard the news. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J5-> jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juuUUuq "^LojJI 
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■ Bummer— 6 j jlSLo 31 o*jj^ 3 I cuuuj aj^xi 

o eg: My trip to New York was a 

bummer. 

■ Bust= j3 JuaJd\ f( ^Lo>yi ,JjJulaJI 

o eg: The whole idea was a bust. 

■ Buy it—( \L 1 L 0 J L?U ) Ojl? fO^OJ 

o eg: If you don't slow down, you're 
going to buy it in a car accident. 

■ Call = l>ft 5 j- 3 ! 5 **j ,^ 9 ^ 

o eg: The weatherman made a 
good cal about when the storm 
would come. 

■ Can = u *b»^oJI f| eLo^JI 

o eg: Do you know where the can 
is? 

■ Garb— a?I 3 I o^L umi i oaa«) ^juI 


o eg: My motorcycle's carb is out 
of adjustment. 

■ Catch some rays=«uu*jl ^ JLoou 

AmJLu ) OJUoLJLi} i^AiLOUUuJ I 

o eg: I'm going to lie on the beach 

and catch some rays. 

■ Catch some Z's=UJLs <*1* ^^JLs Lo 

{(1S3JUJ jP»i 3I L^juJLi) Ajlo LxJ L 

o eg: I need to catch some Z's 

before I go on my trip. 

■ Cheesy = (jju*JI) joa>^ 


jlQ.Qj ol 03-> t^La^j oJ| i 3 Ln>l o-° 3-* ^buJI 

I_|JuuULjl>3 JI39I ^ajLoJ?JI 









COMMON ENGLISH IDIOMS & SLANG (COMMONLY-USED US & 

BRIT ENGLISH SLANG) 


February 
18 , 2011 


o eg: That is really a cheesy 
looking outfit. 

■ Chicken=oU?JI 

o eg: Don't be a chicken. 

■ Chintzy=( > * J uuJI) 

o eg: That really was a chintzy 
present you got him. 

■ Chow down=l -H LiS' Js'Ln { a^UJL 

(!! 3I} 

o eg: I need to find a place to chow 

down. 

■ Clip — (JjULXj 

o eg: Watch out or they will clip 
you at that bar. 

■ Clunker=€L*H.jLS o^Luui 

o eg: I can't go on a date in that 

clunker. 

■ Cold fish=JLau, 

o eg: My date for the dance was a 

cold fish. 

■ Collar —j dmai f J-Q-ot j 

o eg: I knew they would collar the 
robber sooner or later. 

■ Come up for air= 

a^OJI o-o 

o eg: He has to come up for air or 
he will die from exhaustion. 

■ Con = , JLoj 

c 

JlQ.Qj U l «J5-> oJI i3Lq>| JLfl^yi 3-fi> C,bJI 

, )juuUUuq Jl^sl (jjo 
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o eg: Don't try to con me. 

■ Cool —VAMlLbO , jjuOL? , JlIL? 

o eg: This is a really cool place to 
work. 

■ COOl dO Wn = ijSumu r £%S Vfl; 

o eg: Things should cool down in a 
day or two. 

■ C O P “ JLuUUup f jjuJlm 

o eg: How did you get the road 
sign? I copped it. 

■ COP = *jJojjuJ 

o eg: The cop showed me his 
badge. 

■ Couch potato— ojuoL*JL i} Jc)juulS* joa juj 
{(o3ju> JLuls 3! JLuy) 

o eg: He is a couch potato. 

■ Crack open =&jl. 

o eg: Let's crack open a bottle for 
his birthday. 

■ Cram=JoLouL, 3 |J 

o eg: I need more time to cram for 
the test. 

■ Creamy**, 

o eg: Our team creamed them 
badly. 

■ Croak=*u^ ><^3** 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juuUUuq "^LojJI 
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o eg: I feel like I am going to 

croak. 

■ Cruise= 

O-t JJUj 

o eg: The skier was cruising down 
the hill... 

■ Cuffs= jLfijxJ 3 

o eg: He put the cuffs on the killer. 

■ Cushy=, jJ , jjA 

o eg: He has a really cushy job. 

■ Cut— \li>o tloJL JJloj 3 I ■ Q Q . 

o eg: Could you cut my whiskey 
with a little water? 

■ Cut out=jjUu. 

o eg: It is late. I have to cut out. 

■ Damage=, aaXSC ( jAj 

o eg: Lets get the bill and find out 

the damage. 

■ Dead = (bL^ \L) jS\ I j , j^Lui 

o eg: This disco is really dead 
tonight. 

■ De( • l o j\ (Lo ^ajuiii) T j JflL»[~l» uu >jj 

o eg: He was decked in the fight. 

■ Deep pockets= ^ju 3 i 3 i 


JUL^ 


o eg: Her boyfriend has deep 
pockets. 


Dicey—^LJI 03 -°^ 


•O 




jlQ.qjp ol 03-> oJ| i9Ln>! JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

I_|JuuULjl>3 JI33I \_J-o "^iuLo^JI 
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o eg: Since the weather is a little 
dicey, I won't go today. 

■ Dirty= 

o eg: I hear that it's a dirty movie. 

■ DitCh — f <jJ JJLB f 

o eg: I'll ditch my younger brother 
with my grandmother. 

■ Do a snow job on= 

o eg: Don't try to do a snow job 
on me. 

■ DOpe = JLo.Ho f 

o eg: He is such a dope. 

■ Dope— j aJUuuUL? f ^ J lXo 

o eg: There are a lot of dope 
dealers around here. 

■ Doll k=(^JLt ^1 jjI^Jo 3 lI) jOlXuJ 

o eg: He is such a dork. 

■ D o u g h = jjj jJLs r 

o eg: I need some dough before I 
can go Christmas shopping. 

■ Down= ( At jjuJli ij jjuJli) JjJjm 

o eg: Let's go to a bar and down a 
few beers. 

■ Drag=,oLuJI ^ 

o eg: Doing homework on the 
weekend is a drag. 

■ Dynamite=(jLLou» ^1 ^I \j ~■ ^^) 15^9 


jlQ-Qj oi «J5-> t^La^j oJ| i3Lo>I ,>o JLfl^yi 3J& ^buJI 

, )juuUUuq JI^SI ^ajLoJ?JI 
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o eg: This drink is really dynamite. 

■ EarfuI — r JLaJI JLlaJI 3 I oojusjJI o~° >**^l 

O jji jjJ I 

o eg: My grandmother gave me an 
earfu about the neighborhood. 

■ Easy mark=LboiJI(LjLo 3 \ 

^jU>J \Lo J1 s l 1 3 I ^jjJLojlXoJ I } 

o eg: The Japanese are an easy 
mark because they usually carry 
cash. 

■ Eat=^Jtn. 

o eg: The problem is really eating 
away at me. 

■ Excellent= t il J 

o eg: That's excellent man. 

■ Face-off= joljuiO Lxo 

o eg: The two sides were headed 
for a nasty face-off. 

■ Far-out= fC jl j 

o eg: This music is really far-out. 

. Fix - (yAXuuULO JJLt f .MUJ |jyO) jljJLo ; <*-£• jJ? 

o eg: The addict needs another fix. 

■ FIaky = a*JLt jLouiX‘^11 jAloj V r 

o eg: Fie is too flaky to do the 
work. 

■ Flashback= | oJLl 9 ) jjvjiO Lo,JU p q J?j 

jkSfJ ui ,( \LLo OjiaS 3!. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juuUUuq "^LojJI 
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o eg: At the wedding he had a 
flashback of his old girlfriend. 

■ Flick= ( oJL«> 

o eg: I haven't seen a flick in a 
long time. 

■ Flip out— (OjliAf’l ijJLf’) O^JouuuuJI JlO-Oj 

o eg: Fie flipped out when he 
heard that his mother had been 
killed. 

■ Flip side= *^1 3 \ v^bJI 3 \ ^>JI 

o eg: What kind of music do you 
have on the flip side of the 
tape? 

■ FOX = I(jjuLo) vlj^?D 

o eg: His older sister is a fox. 

■ FOXy~ LuuULjl? jjJuo «|I » Ixs* 

o eg: She is a foxy lady. 

■ Freebie— f ( JjL&o 03-^ \j *°) 

CLm JlA 

o eg: The pillow was a freebie... 

■ Get into (something)=J s^ul, 

( Lo i 5 

o eg: I got into gardening in high 
school. 


■ Get it—,0 .q q* 

o eg: I listened to the joke twice, 
but I still don't get it. 

c 

■X.Q.O., u I 03-> t9Lo>! <_sJ| i3Ln>! o-° ^buJI 

I_|JuuULjl>3 JI33I "jajLoaJI 
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■ Get with it=e >J uuu ! 

o eg: If you don't get with it, we 
will never finish this work. 

■ G i C| — dago , JjLui , J-o-t 

o eg: I have a gig on Saturday 
night from 7:00 to 10 : 00 . 

■ Glitch = v**£ ,oJLt , JLJL> 

o eg: This computer program has a 

glitch. 

■ Glitzy—(djio^oJI . cJU) y5 jjap 

o eg: This is a pretty glitzy hotel to 
be staying in. 

■ GO —dijJu ,dJ^lxo 

o eg: Let me have a go at solving 
the problem. 

■ Go bananas=«JUi£. jsuu 

o eg: I am going to go bananas if I 
don't have a vacation soon. 

■ Go down=*5 

o eg: What is going down? 

■ Goof=^o^iM 

o eg: I am really a goof at times. 

■ Goof up= 3! £jls jjg> jj 

o eg: I really goofed up when I 
painted my room green. 

■ Goofy =,jlpuu 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg: You are always acting goofy 
these days. 

■ Gourd=ty. to * 3 j 

o eg: Use your gourd to figure out 
what is happening. 

■ Grand=jy s j ,jdl 

o eg: His salary is twenty grand. 

■ Grass=(^MJI djuiujuit? ) LI^ .LJI 

o eg: Lots of students smoke grass 
in the dormitory. 

■ Gravy= JLajJI ijuju) a**te 3 l ■■■ j 3 Ai 

[Qm jJO ->3-n-J I OJLO JlAOX jJI 

o eg: This job is pure gravy. 


■ Groovy=^aJflJ 

o eg: This music is groovy. 

■ GrOSS= j\j+iLo , «_9 jSLj* 

o eg: Picking your nose is really a 
gross habit. 

■ GrOSS-OUt= jfjuLo olS 3 ,«_9 jJLjo olS 3 

j\ jAAJUl^U 

o eg: The party was a gross-ouf. 


■ Grub—jolxJo 

o eg: Where is the best place to get 
some grub around here? 

■ Grubby —vaj j-o 3 ^mj 3 

o eg: Those clothes are too grubby 
to wear to the party. 

■ Grungy=(^ 3 ) 

c 

jlQ-Qj ol U3-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 


, |^uuOL.-i q 


JMI 


O-o iJ*l 


LojJI 
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o eg: That is a really grungy 
jacket. 

■ Gut (OJAo 

o eg: He got shot in the gut. 

■ GUt = j5jLf«lS 

o eg: The gut issue is about what 
we are going to do now. 

■ G U tS — ( df> Lxuil ^ (LojjJ’ ) Oj LuO.7 

o eg: It takes a lot of guts to give 
the boss your true opinion. 

■ Hairy=^uL 

o eg: That was a hairy plane trip. I 
am glad the storm is over. 

■ Hammer= jjuULoJ I djull^J 

o eg: Put the hammer to the floor 
or we will be late for the wedding. 

■ Hang up= 3 \ J^) ^ 

(>>T 

o eg: I have decided to hang up 
my teaching job. 

■ Hang loose= 

o eg: Just hang loose for another 
few days. 

■ Hang tough=^J^ jjJL. 

o eg: We need to hang tough on 
our decision. 

■ Hardware=oljuto 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J5-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuiljpjuOui < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg: The police were surprised by 
all the hardware the gang 
members had. 

■ Have a buzz on=**LJLs olU) 

O 

o eg: I had a buzz on after the 
third martini. 

■ Have good vibes= ©bo cU^j^L. 

{(*buj) OjyobJL} 

o eg: I have good vibes about our 
new secretary. 

■ Have it all together=Lo 3J 3 \ 

f . OJIAl O j l lsi-t 

o eg: Recently I don't have it all 
together. 

■ Heave=LiLu. 

o eg: I heaved up on the floor. 

■ High— k/^jjujLoJI 3 I ol j jlx<J l o I 

(oJ^SJI) 

o eg: The teenagers look high to 
me. 

■ Hip-shooter=Uib of os-> 

Lo vjtvSbJ I ^Jlj) djLolxIL} 

o eg: He is such a hip-shooter. 

■ History= v ^LJI 0 »o Lo £«_TJuJ 

o eg: I don't have any idea where 
my old boyfriend is. He's history. 


JJiib ol U5-> oJ! i3Lo>! 0 -° 3-fi> ^LsoJI 

I_|JuuULjl>3 (J-o "o-LojJI 
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■ Hit — Li 

o eg: Your proposal was a hit with 
the boss. 

■ Hit the sack= ((jjdljjdl ^(Jj kAftjj) |oLi 

o eg: When did you hit the sack 
last night? 

■ Hiya = L^H,[]! f *U>ln» 

■ Hole U P — f ^ujlXi 

o eg: I had to hole up for three 
days because the police were 
looking for me. 

■ H 0 n C h 0 — (JjULaj j\\ t JuoJ I ( JLojJI |jjULu j 
*LLoD) 

o eg: The honcho says that we are 
going to have to give up two days 
of our vacation. 

■ Hooker= jjULo^x) 

o eg: Her clothes make her look 
like a hooker. 

■ Hot —tfgjjujuo 

o eg: The police stopped them 
because they thought the car 
was hot. 

■ Huffy=s*^l£ 

o eg: I will do it soon so please 
don't get huffy. 

■ Hungry—JLoJI g.o.xl jy*tiLo 3I 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuiljpjuOui < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg: If you are not hungry, you 
won't get ahead in the business. 
■ Hustle=t -H uuu. 

o eg: If you don't hustle, we will 
be late again. 


■ Hyped = ,jl*JLlo 




, ^ALOlXiLO 


o eg: The fans were all hyped up 
for the football game. 


■ Hyper— Ijj? ^*La>ju>j j { jju^) au>LJL 

jjOLo.Xaj 3I J03»>»o) 

o eg: Don't get hyper about what 
she told you. You know it isn't 
true. 


■ I.D.— asUoJI-dj^gJI) dsUoj 

( dfiOLXwjJ I 

o eg: Can you show me some I.D. 
please? 

■ I n — jjJLt) OjloLJL} ,CajJlxII j\ jJfiJI |jyO 

{ ( ajiiOj^oJ 1 

o eg: The tie you are wearing is 
really in. 

■ In deep= ,(,>*^1 j OJuwJLj louui jjo 

I Jl? Jo j3JLo[] 

o eg: They are really in deep with 
each other. 

■ In the bag= * «U O 

{ 611 LjlXi — Ojlo bJ Lj 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juuUUuq "^LojJI 
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o eg: Everything is in the bag. 
There is nothing to worry about. 

■ Intense=,5.^ f| ol* 

o eg: This is a very intense 
situation we are discussing. 

■ J a m— oJLSuuuloJ I 

o eg: I am glad you got yourself out 
of that jam. 

■ Jerk (someone, me, you...) around= 

( qJ I ■ ■ ■ jj I % _g<Ji3 3 31 1 Lo jAXul) Ol9j j VQi 

V^LLoJL (fcJ|_fJU 3 I oJ 3 \ aJ) UAJUJULiu 3 

o eg: Recently it seems like 
everyone is jerking me around. 

■ Jock—«_pjii0 L ij 

o eg: My roommate is a jock for 
the basketball team. 

■ John= l oLoj 3 JI 

o eg: The john really smells. 

■ Joint — cuouibjJl aibJI 

o eg: Where is the closest joint to 
here. 

■ Joint — J3JXo ,,jvjjLo 

o eg: He is good at rolling joints. 

■ Junkie=olju>xo 

o eg: Sam is a unkie. 

■ Just off the boat= a^oLJL} 

{ . cvjuJ t_9 Lmj Lo — (jOJu 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg: He acts like he is ust off the 

boat. 

■ Keep (one's, his, my...etc) cool= 

S3 Jl dj Ls- I ■ ■ ■ ^vAju ^ I 

o eg: He kept his cool when his 
house burned down. 


■ Kegger= 6 jju oJLsl 9 > 

o eg: I hear there is a kegger at 
John's house tonight. 

■ Kick — j f j ^ii a iij 

o eg: I get a kick out of watching 
him paint. 

■ Klutz= l 5 J >l 3 «_jyL C> 

o eg: He is a real klutz. 

■ KnOC k— JifiJuLf 


o eg: Don't knock it if you can't do 
it any better. 

■ Knocked up= JLob- 

o eg: My dog gets knocked up 
once a year. 

■ Knockout=ojls ,JU?JI ^ls f Jaxo 

o eg: Who was that knockout I 
saw you with last Friday? 

■ Knuckle sandwich ■— jOb-OJ I n r >-9 dLoXI 

o eg: Shut up or I'll give you a 

knuckle sandwich. 


■ KOOk— y»3.»juuJI 3I ^olxuilVI 3I ||xlLJI ( 


jlQ-Qj oi 03-> «_jJ| i5Ln>| j>o JLfl^yi 3A ^LjoJI 

, ^juuOUbj q Jl^sl (J-O 
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o eg: Watch out for all the kooks in 
this neighborhood. 

■ Laid-back= 3 (^LJI J^O) 

{ S-J V I _jJhJUULO 

o eg: You need to be more laid- 

back. 

■ Lame=,_ 9 lS' -H Li.[], 

o eg: That is really a lame excuse. 

■ Line=duK=> ,cuos 

o eg: I have heard that line a 
million times. 

■ LOSei : OJliLaJI 3 JVf 

o eg: John is a oser. 

■ Love handles= o^-dl (o^LSj) ^LaJ 

6.XJC0JI J3J? (jD ^ XudJ i ) 

o eg: I exercise every day, but I 
can't get rid of these love 
handles. 

■ Make waves=JS'U juJL iyuwl*i 

o eg: Try not to make waves 
around the office. 

■ Maxed out=dL^o (Ijo- 

o eg: I am maxed out at my work 
and need to rest. 

■ Mean=^JL^ *>*" *bl 

o eg: He plays a mean violin. 

■ Mega=^ ,(^sl 3 ) 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . ^juuUUuq "^LojJI 
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o eg: I have mega amounts of 
tomatoes in my garden this 
summer. 

■ Megabucks= Jl^^l 

03JJ i ; {(jl I Q KL y J I3-C- : — djLO LxJ L 

o eg: He made megabucks when 
he sold his company. 

■ Mellow out= M o- jjjujl* 3 jlqj 

o eg: You need to mellow out and 
enjoy life. 

■ Meltdown = l oL jl^\ ( ,oL Jjj*s 3 \ ^La>| 

MjLo ovsQ) 

o eg: There has been a meltdown 
in the relationship between my 
parents and me. 

■ Mickey mouse= 3 I (e^ls cl 

o^3U oxuolo 3 dS L*juu 

o eg: The homework the teacher 
gave us was mickey mouse. 

■ Move on (someone )= 3 (L» ±s>l) A yOj*" 

o eg: I am going to try to move on 
Sarah next Saturday. 

■ Mush=(e^u joUs*) ci ja 

o eg: That is total mush and you 
know it. 

■ Nark— olj jlxoJ l jjuj 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuiljpjuOui < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg: Watch out for the narks in 
the airport. 

■ Neat=bjus^ 

o eg: That was a neat idea that 
you had. 

■ Negative=t^yu«j 

o eg: There are too many 
negatives about the company 
merger. 

■ Nick— ■ q ■ r jojiKi 

o eg: The police nicked the 
shoplifter as he was leaving the 
store. 

■ Nip (Lo «-** I ojolS” 

o eg: He took a nip out of the 
bottle. 

■ No sweat=(i.tf Jj».qj ji oISuujlo v 

o eg: It's no sweat to have the 
report in to you by Monday. 

■ Nuke — * Q ‘DJ ^ ‘ LoJ I %j<3 (JAjuULj 

o eg: I'll nuke our dinner in a few 
minutes. 

■ Nuke 2 - *533-* 

o eg: Does that attack plane have 

any nukes? 

. Nut — J3JLX0 3 1 J3JLX0 3 1 j O Xiuil 

o eg: I think that he is a nut. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juuUUu q jJajLo-tJI 
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■ Nuts= OuuUUkJ 3 fOJuJ I ( ) Ldb } 

o eg: You are completely nuts if 
you think I will go with you. 

■ P ad — : <Lo IsMJ 3I jjulolU jLSLo 

o eg: Have you found a pad yet? 

■ Pain in the neck =&>o 

o eg: My wife's best friend is a 

pain in the neck. 

■ Paper-pusher= b JLoU 

(Ijjj) aJol 

o eg: My office is filled with paper- 

pushers. 

■ Party animal= ,oUa^JI ( ^juULXj ) 

gJ-o 3! iJ*I *)Q < n 

o eg: You're too old to be a party 

animal. 


■ Party-hearty=JL ajou. 

o eg: We need to party-hearty 
because we just got a raise in 
salary. 

■ Paw=(^oS') ju. 

o eg: Get your paws off of my 
body. 

■ Peanuts=l*j > iiiD y 

o eg: I am not going to work for 

peanuts. 

■ Pickled=,00^ 

c 

jlQ.Qj u I «J5-> oJ| i9Ln>! ,>o ^buJI 
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o eg: He gets pickled after only 
one beer. 

■ Piece of cake=(J^) Ij^ 

o eg: Working on a computer for 

me is a piece of cake. 

■ Pig — jLcXS = ( jOjU djLobJli} |°L0j fjASXjuJ 
{ l *j.x£ 3I 3I 

o eg: He is a pig at parties. 

■ Pig — (,ojuj) ^juuJ 13 jlsah ijvs Jo jib 

{ J3JU — . fmJU fljLO LrJ L } 

o eg: Let's go to the restaurant and 
pig out. 

■ Pit stop— d^ljjLujy 3I JLoLfiJ « Q *>3 JI 

L?sLoloJ 

o eg: Let's make a pit stop at the 
next rest area. 

■ Plastered=J*j 

o eg: He drinks too much and is 
always plastered on the 
weekend. 

■ Pooped out=J ojJI (J jjl,) , oC, 

o eg: He pooped out after we 
started to do the hard work. 


■ Pop= V '. 

o eg: Shut up or I will pop you. 

■ Pop for—»5 jjuuuli 

o eg: It is my turn to pop for the 
doughnuts. 

c 

jlQ.Qj u I «J5-> t9Lo>! <_sJ| i3Lo> 1 o-° 3 -* ^buJI 
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■ PrO = ^9>L3u, 

o eg: He is really a pro at his work. 

■ Prod — (^JkS'jui oJLwl j) x» 

o eg: Can you give me a gentle 
prod next week so I won't 
forget? 

■ Psyched up=l Aa* JlXJuuULoQ 

o eg: The players are really 
psyched up for the game on 
Friday. 

■ Psycho=LJL SkS* 

o eg: She is a psycho. She should 
be in a hospital. 

■ P u ke—LkAjL* 

o eg: I feel like I am going to puke. 

■ Push off=jjbc, 

o eg: I am going to push off now. 

■ Put the moves on=,33*,. 

o eg: You should give up trying to 

put the moves on her. She is 
married. 

■ Put-on=4*Lp- 3 I cs> jl>) JLJLiAi 

o eg: It was an elaborate put-on 
which I almost believed. 

■ Quarterbacks.**, 

o eg: Who is going to quarterback 
the meeting? 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! ^ JLa^yi j,bJI 
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■ Q uick buck —a I ■— * 11 *j o:i l u***»■ 

del mAXi J) OJUjjuJ 

o eg: I need to make a quick 

buck. 

■ R3ck—v'LfejJI ^JLt djy j) |jjjlI^ jbJI 

o eg: I have to hit the rack by ten 
or I'll be tired in the morning. 

■ Rack out=jL 9 jj ;| oL 

o eg: I am going to rack out for 
two hours. 

■ Racket—ju> £^ ^UXiO 

o eg: There sure was a lot of 
racket outside last night. 

■ Rag = t <LOjlXD 

o eg: I can't believe we still get this 
same old rag. 

■ Rap — OJX JlOjli ,(Lo £ yj^iuJ ) jjX- O JlXu 

o eg: We need to sit down and rap 
about a few things. 

■ Rat-hole= <lm>LJL} jLSLo 

{ dj I — .fuju 

o eg: When are you going to be 
able to move out of that rat- 
hole? 

■ Raw=jL»jj* 

o eg: The raw office workers were 
not getting much done. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J5-> ,_jJI jla>! ,>o ^buJI 

JLuiljpjuOui < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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■ Ream (someone) out= ,>*» 

( Lo fjOuXjuJ ) 

o eg: The boss really reamed him 
out for his bad report. 

■ Red hot= |0 ^o 

o eg: Your idea is really red hot. 

■ Repo= OJu ^jiiOkJ jjuuJLb i JjjXLwU 

wULobjuUdlJ 

o eg: Hey, don't repo my car. I will 
pay next week. 

■ Rinky-dink=(Luj duj>o o-o) 

o eg: The circus was really rinky- 
dink. 

■ Riot=dbu^o 

o eg: The comedy program was a 
real riot. 

■ Road hog= 0L9 ^JaJI ^L»i 

o-° 

o eg: That driver is a road hog. 

■ Rough time= o^s 3 ,<x j 3 ju*> ols 3 

y< \juj Li 

o eg: We have had a rough time 
this winter. 

■ Rug=*S’ 3J L 

o eg: Is that a rug on his head? 

■ Rug rat=JLido 

o eg: My sister has three rug rats. 


c 

■X.Q.O., ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& j,bJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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Rule- ^OJL0J f (jJU’ t_9 JJuljLM f ijJLf’ jJa 

7 tJLf* 


juuULj 


o eg: My wife rules the house. 

■ Run off at the mouth= I 1 oJLSuu;[] { 

JJLJL& jJLu — dxoLJLl} 

o eg: He is always running off at 
the mouth. 


■ Run out of gas= 3 i 

( OS' juujlJ I 3 1 03 -fiJ ) | o3 > _jJI 

o eg: The politician ran out of gas 
during the campaign. 

■ Scam=JLu^j gjJLo-c- f jjoLt 

o eg: Don't lose your money in 
some kind of scam. 


■ Scarf down=a^ -H uuL. JS'L 

o eg: Since he hadn't eaten in a 
week, he scarfed down 

everything on his plate. 

■ Schmuck=^ 

o eg: What a stupid schmuck. 

■ Screw around=OLS3JI 3 I 

o eg: If you screw around all day 
at this work, you will have to 
come back again. 

■ Screw up=Ua> «-*&>□ 

o eg: If you screw up one more 
time, I will fire you. 

■ Sharp=^j 


jlQ.Qj oi 03-> oJ| i3Lo>j ,>o JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

, )juuUUuq JI^SI ^ajLoJ?JI 










COMMON ENGLISH IDIOMS & SLANG (COMMONLY-USED US & February 

BRIT ENGLISH SLANG) 18,2011 


o eg: He is very sharp with 
numbers 

■ Sh0t=aJ 3 bco 

o eg: I'll give the puzzle another 

shot. 

■ Shoot down= ru oj{ju ,^l^Jl vjJbu 

o eg: Everyone shot down my 
idea at first, but later agreed that 
it was a good idea. 

■ SI a m m e r— 

o eg: The police threw them both in 
the slammer. 

■ Smashed=JLoj ,ol 

o eg: Try not to get smashed at 
the beer party. 

■ Smoke eater=tbdoj Jb >j 

o eg: My father is a smoke eater. 

■ Split = jjliu #«-9 

o eg: It is time to split and go see 
the movie. 

■ Spook =q*juj 

■ Spook — JLq.aj t *-*£> jj 

o eg: The cows were spooked by 
the howling of the wolves. 

■ Spud = aL>LLauJI 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol «J5-> *9 Lo>] ,_jJI jli>! ,>o ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUij JI33I |jjo jJajLo^sJI 
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o eg: Do you want rice or spuds 
for dinner? 

■ Square= f io^bto jAXul 

OuJjJI 

o eg: My father looks square in his 
jacket. 

■ Stink— a*o 7* q jj '.J ^ j Ojlo 7* q jj 

o eg: This whole operation stinks. 

■ Straight “jjLo ,(iJlijjuj) jouuqjuuulo 

o eg: I want you to give me a 
straight answer. 

■ Straight = JL* (bl^l 3 \ J l>j) 

>=^l ofuulpJI jI 

■ Stressed=^ -H > ^3^ 

o eg: I am really stressed by all 
the recent world events. 

■ Sucker= £>LuU , JLQ J Co 

o eg: Don't be a sucker. 

■ Take a hike—«_ 9 jja** , Jb(o^Lc-in 

Lo jOlXuJ uJLIoj) 

o eg: I am tired of all your 
complaining. Fake a hike. 

■ Take=(tsljL- ,Jbl j-o) JU^i 

o eg: He was taken for all his 
money at the casino. 

■ Take care of business= ol U J«ju 

JyOAl 


C 

jlQ-Qj u I 03J ,_jJI jla>! j>o JLa^yi j,bJI 
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o eg: I have been taking care of 
business. 

■ Threads= t/JULl ilo 

o eg: Those look like expensive 
threads he is wearing. 

■ Tool around= «_9 jds> \L (o ij LuuoJ I } 

{ O j LuuoJ Li jJJlSlj — ijgJLl OjkoIxIL} 

o eg: I don't want to tool around 
all night. It is time to go home. 

■ TotaI — JLoLSJLi joUXi {ojLf' ijJI bjUi)U 

o eg: My car was totaled in the 
accident with the garbage truck. 

■ Unreal=eJl j ijLloo ( jjulaxo 

■ Up — 3 JjJLul 

o eg: He has been up ever since he 
met his new girlfriend. 

■ Up for grabs= J 3 S) >*b«) > 35 ^ 

(oAjjj. 

o eg: This is a sale. Everything is 

up for grabs. 

■ Veg out=&l juUULi 3 _jJuuUL« ( JyOAl V 

o eg: I want to veg out in front of 
the television this evening. 

■ Vibes= jxUjuJI 

o eg: He really gives off good 

vibes. 


c 

jlQ.Oj U l 03J «_sJI i3Lo>| O - 0 JLaju.yi 3 -fi> C,buJI 

JLuJ JJUjJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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■ Wacko= 

(U 


■ Wad= JLJI 

0- 0 

o eg: You don't want to carry a 
wad like that with you in the big 
city. 

■ walking on eggshells=(o3^.) ^ 

JLfiJi OjLaJI OJJ^} ( 7 ) jaiLuJL? » O 9 y> 

3 I ^JooJI dSL? jjJLt j&XujJI jtjA-J LoJuif- 

{j>T i 5 jL» 3I J^Jl 


o eg 1 : Ever since I smashed their 
car, I've been walking on 
eggshells with my parents, 
o eg 2 : We're walking on 
eggshells with our landlord - 
she told us that if we have one 
more loud party, she's going to 
kick us out of our apartment. 

■ Waste= JjJl. 

o eg: After you waste him, throw 
the body in the river. 

■ Watered down= , qq^ ,«JLuol 


JLfiJi 6jLoJ; oJdb} (Lg^-l^-iLi oL 3> juuloJLI) 

3 S 63J JL9L1 guoi 7 ojJ 1 (LuujVI jOJuJ dAjtO^ 


sloJL i_QJLXi I^iwJLoj JL«-fi-£ 3 OjJLtS 

(LmiV i.o o3u 3 jj 3 1 (d>L»3jjuULoJLI) 

{iS>>l 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! j>o JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 
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o eg 1 : The movie is a watered 
down version of the book. » La 

.am ■>>I I^5! aOjiq^ ojLuJI osL? 

o eg 2 : Tipsy McStagger's is a 
pretty good pub. The only 
problem is that the bartender 
waters down the drinks. 

)) *»/> 1 ^5! JjubS o j LxJ 1 La 

cLJL 

■ WheeIS — jjo , 6 ^LumJ jOlmjS* 

o eg: If you let me borrow your 
wheels, I'll go out and buy a 
pizza. 

. Whiz=v,3A^ jAXul 

o eg: He is a whiz at the computer. 

■ Wired=loJL 

o eg: I am really wired after 
drinking five cups of coffee. 

■ V\/USS = t sL jjJb 3 * 0 jOlXuJ 

o eg: Don't be such a wuss all the 
time. Say what you are thinking. 

■ yadda yadda yadda= L» 3 ) ,oJLa 3 

(eU*iul M-») ■ 0 ■’ Jl» ,(JUj ajuuULi { oJlA 

O jlS> JLfii Oj LxJ I JLutolflji JuL( 

ojj I 3 qJLouo 31 ajjj L } 

o eg 1 : Our history teacher told us 
about the Civil War, the shoelace 
tax of 1876, the election of 1880, 


.xiLiLii oi «J5-> t9Lo>! <_sJ| i3Lo>| o-° JLajLiVI ^buJI 
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yadda yadda yadda. » 6,L*JI L* 

Ojuuilj Lo 3) IgoJLft 3 ■ fULJCOUP 

o eg 2 : Jenna told me every single 
detail about her trip -- how big 
her room was, where she sat on 
the plane, yadda yadda yadda. 

» Mj) ■ 0 Qj «i ■ (JuJLoj ojLuJI Ldb 

(tlLxiiil 

■ Yucky= jjo ,>Louuulo 

o eg: This food tastes yucky. 

■ Zapped= J jA -H » >dgiio 

o eg: I am too zapped to help you 
right now. 

■ Zilch= jsl*> y 

■ z i p —& y 

o eg: He knew zip about running 
the company. 

■ Zip it — jaj I f( o\LSJI ■ Q (ojLf>[] J3I 
.oUSJI) 

■ Zit=jJbJI aJLoJ 3I o^Ju 3I aaAj 

■ Zillionaire=ljL^ 

(I IjjJI I {ji„ 3 jJLo : JLiLo dAjO^ ^ cuiLii b jLuJI OJdb 
(>tfl JLobj) I oUAaj oSJ jjJ j LJLo 3} 

o eg 1 : Someday I'll be a 
zillionaire, just like Bill Gates, 
o eg 2 : It's hard to afford an 
apartment in the city these days, 
since all of the internet 


jJiAi ui <J5-> t^La^j oJ| i3La>j ,>o ^buJI 
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zillionaires starting driving up 
the rents. 

■ Zone out— m, o -9 ^ujaj) jjJl (sJlS" jjlaj 

(jjJbjJI p j Ls ^ aJ^7 LoJ JjXo jaP 3 ^ I 

{diilaJtLxJI r i L? jLd !ovjJL. ojloIxJI djeUL} 

o eg: After working on a document 
for four hours straight, I zoned 
out in front of my computer 
screen. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


The most common us 

idioms 


4 He who laughs last laughs longest! 

= Ijji^I 0"°n i dxioij] 

eg: Bob made fun of Lou's pronunciation but the next day, Lou put 
a toy snake on Bob's chair. Bob thought it was real and screamed 
when he sat on it. Lou thought it was really funny. He who laughs 
last laughs longest!!! 

Lend a hand = {jj>L = yjwJu djLolxJL} (j^Lu , jl&Luuu 

eg: The Smiths' neighbors lent a hand when they were building 
their new fence (The neighbors helped them build the new fence). 

j* In hot water=! 5 jLo , oJLSuuulo , <lL > 7 «>-9 

eg: Bob didn't do his homework, so he's going to be/get in hot 
water! (from the teacher) 

c 

JlQ.Oj U l 03-> <_fj| i3Lo>! u-° Jh^yi 

JjuJ jMjui , )juiaJLju q J 1^9 I ' jjjU LoJ?J i 
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4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


Put your money where your mouth is! = Lo o L jJLJu |j| 

iJUlXj} loJLt jJAI \jj Ll£> JlS 3 I aJ^i) 

{yLoiT JuL£> JL?jJI — |ju)LxJI JjLoJI Jju> 

That takes the cake! = fSipudbjLo jJJj , M jJJj 

(omJLAjJI (Ixi) ! ^JLx>Olo , JJ j 

Not playing with a full deck=03-*- 3 *-<® 

eg: That guy always talks and shouts to himself. 

He's not playing with a full deck! 


Put a lid on it! =LjL b j^Q!, ojCm , !£ 3 jJb! 

Two heads are better than one! = JL as- ^j-o JLikxsl 
jbuiJI! ) = JjLaJI 'JjLoJI Jju> ijuju} jl? l 3 




JLioSl (JjuI | — %-f^o Lxi I J*<j 1 JLu> 3I) t (03J 


{(da *0 

Lose (someone, your, his...etc) shirt= f Le (/xxwi) ,jjuJLsi 
(«JL o jl oJ Lo JLS jjuUL^j) |Oul 


ijJLp jLo —ijuJU djboLJIj} 

eg 1 :1 lost my shirt at the casino! 

eg 2 : Joe lost his shirt betting on the horses. 

Losetouch=j JLajI uJLt jju ^ 3 I oJLoJI jlAAj ( 

\LiLo Lo ^aXuiiQ) 

eg: After I graduated from university, I lost 
touch with most of my classmates. 

Paint the town (red)=ajLijLoJI <us jjl* 3 1 oJLuuuL* ^iLojLwU 
JyjULoJ [ 3 1 jj ul oJ IS 

eg: After the exam, let's go out and paint the town! 

A picture is worth a thousand words! = r > juul» 3 1 

(LuujVI oI oJLSUI ^031 Lu> JLkasI £LuujVI 6 


( | oJLSju oI ijuJU ) 

Lets get the ball rolling! =0^1 Ixy* Ll£j! (ojUQ JLfiJ 


(Ugo f’tj jjuUlo OupJl^JI jJLS” |j|) 

4 I hear you! = J3-QJ oul Lo 3SI3I! 

4 You bet! = fcJ<JL 


jlQ-Qj ol 03 -> t^La^j oJ| i3Lq>| j>o 3 A ^LjoJI 

, frjuuULm q JI^SI jju) ^ajLoJsJI 









COMMON ENGLISH IDIOMS & SLANG (COMMONLY-USED US & 

BRIT ENGLISH SLANG) 


February 
18, 2011 


4 Once in a blue moon=l - ;j>L[] !*?□ 

eg: I go swimming outside once in a blue moon. 

It s a deal! = Luuul?[], 3I joju i_9^jui f Llp_P-»[ 3 S 
j^juuul! (MjLo jjuULoJln) 

4 Bet on the wrong horse= ojsoj 3I (Ojjb 3! 03^. 

JjlAjLuLoJI iJJLoju 

eg: If you think the Queen plans to retire, you're betting on the 
wrong horse! 

4 Be full of hot air! = V 3 jiJ ojuulAjLi jjJu> 

{ijuio LqJ I 7 ftJLc ^JL> « Q«Ljuij — a*o LxJ Li ijuuu} ( I jJb 
O-jJI Jlib bjLuJI 

O 3- A iSv cLuu/yi ^ (jX- ,«» Q out b » I 

JoJL9 I^^LoJUmi 3 1 LgJLo-C- Qj■■l^»"■ ■ ijuJI 

eg: He went on the job interview because the company said they 
would be able to offer him a good position, but during the 
interview, he realized it was too small, with no opportunities. The 
manager was just full of hot air! 

4 When the going gets tough, the tough get going! 

=When the going gets tough= JLTLuulo JLft Os&*. LoJuL£> 

(«Lot~> 3 i bLoJI ^UjOj i-o JuL£>) 

the tough get going=(L* 13^^11 ^LJI ixiy (JL»3 jl5u»[]) 

JTUjLoJI J^J 

= 0L0JI ^juOj LoJulP) JLS’LiuULo lJ Lib i-o JulC 

tLJ33}Jl jjjLJI JlXu t ( a jUUO 3I dsLul (L3JJL0I]) 

JTLiULoJI J^J 

4 Monkey see, monkey do! = <iuo LJL} juJLajJI 

JJLtOj i.j JLI JL5JI ; S .tVJUj JLoJU «|Jl» i^AJLI — .tyjJU 

J_oX ilC dJ^fl-o^ JLoJ 3 ) {(,juj(JI jjjjSLi JLoJU 

3 03JUJU ijAlLJI JS 3 ,Lo f (jujJ JL 0 JC 1 Lo jAXuil 

A 3 jIiL. 


c 

jlo.Qj ol 03J t^Lo) ,_fJ! ^La>| j>o JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji , >juiaJLju q "^jLoaJI 
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4 Blow one's own horn= (oJLoju) ijo^Lulo f ajuulAjLj 

jj-t Luu 6 1 jui I 3 1 ji i^ol'XujJ I goJLSliL« Lo Juk_£> } 

{ ■ ■ ■ tjkS | ojJqJ' 3! jJb goS* 

eg: Don always blows his own horn. In staff meetings, he tells 
everyone how great HIS ideas are! 

4 Birds of a feather flock together! = LgJUuujI uJLt j 3J0J I 
^olxuilVI JjLoJ I Ijdb J Lfl_») ^Qj 

3 ^JuuULoJ I j-C- LuULoJ I gOAi J3 ^jjuuULi 

( AJ3JUVJ (J3- 7 L« 

4 Hit the books= JjaaJU 3! a^xsJLI Jlrjuuuu jju 

(JVMl UjJI 

eg: Tonight I'm going to hit the books! 

4 I can have my cake and eat it too! = JLo^l (JI 1^* ■ ■■■ I 

ijviju ajbolxJLi} oLxJi l c \3 Ju|jl Lo . «JLc 
{ L fJL? Lo s> 

4 Apokerface= ^buKikl JLqj dfljo) ^juju \L» <03 
(j3jXflji Lu «_ 9 jxiiM 

eg: George has a poker face so you never know what he's 
thinking! 

4 Look like a million dollars=LouJ<x£> 3 jjj jjo aJ^SJ 

Jul? 3^1 . «JLc 

eg: Julia Roberts looked like a million dollars at the Oscars! 

4 A dime a dozen=lji^ gjLjj ], Jojumu) jbu)ll Jqjim 
ijvS JjlLI dJL*LflJI (LojuiVI £0 ^UajiOloJI I Jdb 

eg: In North America, shopping malls are a dime a dozen! 

4 (You/he/she/we/they) has/have a one track mind! = jSsu 
LoJlj (goJb 3 I 3 I 3 I 3 A 3 I oJ)n U**- 0 -U 
jjJLt v ~; I 1 ^ • ftiLuO ^JUoaOloJI I _>JS> } ( Jl 7 I 3 J I J 1 

V goJb jJI 4 6i^xxiLoJI) (uolxll ouJLftx JI k/buol 
{djolxJI gix.fi >jjfSsLi afijjJo jjjAiy 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J t^Lo) ^Jl ^La>| j>o JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji , )juiaJLju q "^jLoaJI 
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4 Have the inside track= ° a^JLgx i VI ojul£ 

<l 9»gi 1 iJjuuJLo jolxuil «uL9jAoJ {OLojIxoll 

0 L 03 JL 1 C 0 jjCL; 3 I j JuflLO ^j-o (JjujiLo 3 I 

jiIon ojl? yJoji£»VI 6 jiLxJI ojJb} f cJBLi^ja <udI> 

j^SXoj |jjjJI ^olxuiVI ^JLt dJba^ 

{ OjlS I JlhOlo 

eg 1 : Bob knows what the president is going to announce in his 
televised speech this evening because he has the inside track! 
eg 2 :1 would write an article about Julia Roberts' life if I could get 
the inside track! 

4 On the wrong side of the tracks= jaMM 3 ! SotyyuJ 

Ojl9 1 ^ 3 ^ J-O jjlC 3 ! 

eg: Sam grew up on the wrong side of the tracks. 

4 Curiosity killed the cat! = JLLoJIS’} alftOll JtpalJI Jul9 
{<LuO V Lo LlQJ OjuJU V Lojl9 Jj? Jur ^j*o • JL» LfiJ 1 
4 The cat's out of the bag! =\ jm » ^juJI jju ^oJQ jMI jju { 

IIjm»1 QjaAj LoJuL S* JLQj AoMJojioy I 6j Loci! Ijdb[] 
U*^o[]} 

4 It's raining cats and dogs! =(ojlmjli) ojljJu jJaaj Lg_»j! 

4 There 's no time like the present! = Ijdb} oi?U ^*JI 
cas^JI jI : ^iuju JjLoJI 3 I ajj?ML>»/>y 1 6 jLuJ! 

{JLILexI OaJ jSKiui ijvSJ JLaSV 1 O 1 S 3 II 3 ft ^jioL^J I 
4 Time heals all wounds= qJL*. *jL JLloX jL>jJI 

aili ! J3-fi.ll IjJb ijvjJLo} 0L0_jJI 1S3 1 Jli 3I rq J-^JI 

jj-o OjJLc _^o Lo ^juUUuuwI jLudiy I J Lo_jJI o £0 

{ai 3-0 j bo 

4 Time out! = 1 **!, *-033-»! (ojU 6 jLuJI I jJb[] 0^3 JLfi_i 
Jlji? 3 ! OjmJlsIjLo iJLiOjulo} d^ll^juyi jL^li 3 I 

o“Vl! 

4 A penny for your thoughts! ={ jLuULiJ 0 J 3 J 3 oAj 
v5JJ Li j&SLm Oul I jLoj ! Lo ^AXuil 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J t^Lo) ,_fJ! ^La>| ^ JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji , )juiaJLju q "^jLoaJI 
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4 What goes around comes around! =oI jui jj jj L oS { IjJ b 

ijjjLJI £_o JLoLxJLs gJ ail oLao _j3jLoJI J^aJI 
(ijyuul (JSuui&j [] 3 I (ijyuul JLSuuULi JLolxj 
OlJLolxji OI Lei S.<\juJ jJJ JLa^U «j^JUl 

IJJUUL? JLSuuUL* |JaI LJI P iJJuUL? JLSumJLj JLo Lxj 
jjuUL? (,jyuuil JJ JLa>j ij^Ml 3I} 

4 All that glitters isn't gold! =v«Jb-> toJL Lo JS* ^ajuJ { IjJb 

JjjJb I J f .MUJ J^ iJAjuJ ■ oLxo j^iiLJI J 5 AJI 

ijJj _jjumJL* J 3 AJI IjJb 3 ^Juu LoJf ^ I j Oj 3 ^jbJ l. 

3 I djuJJU) jl^o ju> tuy>Lo j (5 jLo (|jyuul JLS” 
(ijyuuil bJLiiJLSiJII gOtib j ^JjuuJe (jjJuu jolxull 

L0L0J Q c).oJ Lj lX o p} 

4 You scratch my back and I 'll scratch yours! = 6jLuJI o jdb 
1 yJ JLoXu S » ytJJLu Ijl «fXjl IaLjlo 

IftjflLO IqLIo; 3 i_ 93 jJLo dU |0 Jl 9 S i_ 93 juUl 9 

JJLSLpJ ,_*JLSL^ : 3^ ojloLJIj! 

4 Rome wasn't built in a day! = ,oJ [] ,034 ^ L03J Lul* 

I 3 { Jl9 jOjJojJI JbfljJI !|juJtej JjLoJI Ijdb 

LLS3 jL^LDiL^JoD vaaoU 1 j JjLoJI Ijjb JLsL.3 

OAXuJ jA * -aJJoj 

JjLoJI Ojlj_jjJI +mU\ h o -9 oJLiLfij; 3 oSjJI »/ll^*; Lo 
gOLil djuul . o -9 LkijJI v 9 JL? Jl 9 aJUl (J| !_j 3 _QjiaJLoJI} 

4 Money talks=3 03S JLoJLI 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J t^Lo) ^Jl ^La>| j>o JLa^yi j,bJI 
JLuil jMjji , )juuUUuq Jl_^sl (JJ) \jAjL0J5JI 
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Common English 
idioms 


• In the light of=s.^ 

• Point-blank=o I3 1 «-fiJ J3J 

• First and foremost^,^ JT JLs 3 *V 3 \ 

• Life and death= (ajLuULe) djU i %L* 3 jo 3 I oL l 7 
d«ofcVI ijiS 

• If only—ouJL 

• Word for word = 0 ^.) Ls>> 

o eg: Sharan repeated word for 
word what he had told her. 

• Happy-go-lucky= ^^jJI J^UjuJL oJL-V 

JLJI oJl> 

• Go hungry=,oLJo \L 

o eg: I '6 rather go hungry than eat 
that!. 

• In time= The right time= ols^JI ^ 

(JI3VI O l <^3 JLs , I j^Llo 1JJUL1J t ±r * 3 ILol I 

o eg: Don't worry, we will get to the 
station in time for your train. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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• On time= V 3 

j 5 ul° 

• Take sb/sth seriously= 

JlX> A JLoLo + (5L*iiUJ)jL ? JI 

• (All) by myself= lJ3 ^ * 3 J Q o >j ,* 33 jQai f* 3->^3 

6 Jl£> 1**10 


o eg 1 : I live by mysel . » = L* *3^3 

ijoJLoj ^JLLxmxoJ I 

o eg 2 : I painted the house all by 


myself. » *3J> jJLoj — ^JLLx «aa Jl Ldb 

6Jl£>Luulo J3J 

• (All) by themselves=oAj^-3J #( oAj^-3J 


• To the core ““ |OJLOJlA Jl oJI # LK 

• Keep/lose your cool= j jul. 3 \ ^ 1 & Lxsbu 


a j 


Lof’ i 


• Be in control (of sth)=^Jb ^ju, 

o eg: Who is in control of the project?. 

• There you are=^JLJj JJ Js\ ^j\ 

o eg: He left his wife, there you are, I 
knew he would. 

• In theory=6jiaJI ouo-o-o 

o eg: Your plan sounds fine in theory, 
but I don't know if it 'll work in 
practice. 

• Along/on the same lines=JI« h^JI ^jjjlsu 

3 ^JI 3 I LijJoJI 3 I 

o eg: We both think along the same 
lines, so we work well together. 


c 

■X.Q.Q., ol 03J t^Lo) ,_jJI jla>! j>o JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil Jjujuii . >juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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• On request=vJJflJI ^ 

o eg: Single rooms are available on 

request. 

• At sb 's request/at the request of sb=r*Lj 

(... jUs)ijJLIo 

o eg: Aid was sent to the earthquake 
victims at the request of the 

government. 

• Be quits (with sb)= p^JboLo 

o eg: you give £2 and then we 're 

quits. 

• Not quite= s LoU; ^ajuJ 

o eg: there 's not quite enough bread 
for lunch. 

• At a stretch=jl ju*,L ,^9^. o 3 -> 

o eg: I play on the piano six hours at a 

stretch. 

• Poverty-stricken=4tsxo #1 ojL*o)ljL => j+su* 

• Off the hook=af. 3 s -H , af-LouuuJI 

• Home-made=ouLJI <>*» 

o eg: Home-made cakes. 

• Regardless of=o^ >louJI 

o eg: Everybody will receive the same,_ 
regardless of how long they have 
worked here. 


No longer=.x*j ,oJ 
o eg: they no longer live here. 

c 

JlQ.Qj U l «J5-> oJI i5Lo>I 3JS> ^buJI 

, )juuUUu q Jlcj_9 I (J-O (JJU Lojpj ! 
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• Face-saving= *LJ lajb- jSJJ Jo^b- 
(*Lu*/yi 

• Take sb/sth at (its,his..etc) face value: 

jj I Juu LobS* jj I L fJL& Jl> I cj I 5 ijujil JLlAJL* g 1 JbjJtt s 
<ulf> ■ 

o g: Don't take his story at face value, 

there is something he hasn't told us 
yet. 

• In store (for sb/sth)=^lIbULiyi ^ 

o eg: There 's a surprise in store for 
you when you get home. 

• Set ... store by sth =6j^S Jmj jl. 

o eg: Nigel sets great store by his mom 
's opinion. 

• Little by little= 

• Go according to plan = U i, jr^***^ 

gJojJI ^3^ ^1 jo !jj 

• Prey on sb 's mind= u ojl. r o^^> 

OJLXliOLO 

• At Sea = ajjJy oJL ?j 

• In tatters— ojjLoJI & Luujyj) ^!/>><> ,oj 

(aiy-fcoJI g 1 

• Televise= U f ^_CJUj |jiO jjJ *3 I ) JLAjup 

(djJLf> 

• Play a joke on sb= (U ^ 


You must be joking=c>oj JLi ^y 
A piece of cake=(JL^ ^oJ) Ij^ 

Bits and pieces=oU > .o^o 

c 

jlQ.Qj u I 03-> <-sJ| i 3 Ln>! u-o JLfijL«yI 3A ^buJI 

, yjuuiJuKj q VlLo^Ji 
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o eg: I 've finished packing except for 

a few bits and pieces. 

• Make an issue of sth= JLou) ^30^1 

(<UlS OjlxI I (J-JO 

o eg: Ok, we disagree on this, but let 's 

not make an issue of it. 




(Be) in the right=^ 03^ 
o eg: You don't need to apologize, you 

were in the right and he was in the 

wrong. 


Over the moon — _j 3 _jjuuJI 3 ojLxjuuJI diLt 
(Be) in the wrong = Lu^ o3^ 

o eg: You don't need to apologize, you 
were in the right and he was in the 

wrong. 

To your liking= <><.) JLs 3 j ,1^ L>S 

( J-J-9 <UlXi jJ 1 f. I 


o eg: I trust that everything is to your 
liking. 

Let (yourself, himself, herself, 
themselves...) go= 3 i 3 i 3 \ 

f wJLuULPJlj ) Oj LiJtJ I ■ ■ ■ I " Q » 3 1 ^ I " Q ■ 


■ OjuULQju , AjuUL&jhJ 

o eg: She used to be so smart, but 
after her husband died she just let 

herself go. 

Lesser of two evils= I 03-&! 


Even so=JJj ^^ 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q (j-o "^jLoaJI 
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• Take it from me=(^ La Jl?) djLelxJL 

o eg: Take it from me, she 's going to 
abandon you. 

• Who cares?= ojU) j^\ ljj&} o-*» 
{(oJLojtJI T 

o eg: 'I wonder who 'll win the match.' 

'Who cares?' 

• Shake hands/shake hands (with 
sb)/shake hands sb by the hands= 

JuJL j jObl/ugj f £_o ^9LoJu 

• Not much of a/an= 3 I bjuoJL) ^ ojLj Lo 

(\LLo O 'j UajuuJ Li 

o eg: She 's not much of a cook. 

• At any price= -H »^l 3 I 3 i U [X 

• Never mind — ( . 1 OQ. M 3 jjUuLlo), f(3 JLfijy 

jSJuV 

o eg 1 : Never mind, I 'll do it later. » 
v 3 JLn-. V — ^LIojiaaJ I LlA 

o eg 2 : Never mind about the cost-just 
enjoy yourself. 

^JLLxjuouJ I Lla — 

• By mistake=(aJLojJI >>T) JaJUJL ,Ll*^ 

• Mind your own business= U*s V 

LJLjjuUU ^oJiAi ,djuJbV 

o eg: Stop telling me what to do and 

mind your own business!. 

• Mind you = (_g\JuUUui 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! ^ JLa^yi j,bJI 

Jjuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg:-Paul seems very tired. -Mind 
you, he has been working very hard 
recently... 

• As usuaNjLjtoJIS' 

o eg: Here 's Derek, late as usua . 

• Ups and downs= 3 juo- ^ ol^JI oLLl 

jj Lc Ja? 

• No question of=a*iKo| V , JLao y 

o eg: There is no question of any new 
jobs here at present. 

• In question=(aJLojJI >>T) oc*JI jl*s 

• At a push = (aJLojJI >>T) julp ff ojJb) 

• In public=(aJLo^JI T) koJI jobl /LJL* 

• In private=jl > ail 

o eg: May I speak to you in private. 

• So/as long as= j I alftijjuJ ,LJLL> 

o eg: As long as no problems arise we 
should get the job finished by Friday. 

» LoJUo ^JLIoliAa Jl Lib 

• (Not) look (yourself, herself, himself...)= 
(■■■ajiojb ,Loaj ,«djioJu) jjJLt Lo 3 S ijjulo 

o eg: What's the matter?. You 're not 
looking yourself today. 

• Go into detail(s)= , J^LaJL J>ju. 

iJmaajJ L 

o eg: I can't go into detail now, 

because it would take too long. 

JLutAitjJ L ^JLLx »A a Jl L» 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol U3-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q l _j-o "^jLoaJI 
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• A ray of hope=JLo^l 

• In excess of=^Js. ju.> jjSl 

o eg: Her debts are in excess of £ 1000 . 
» . t JLfr ^UJojiAaJ I Ldb 

• (Not) breathe a word (of/about sth) (to 
sb)= OP) 1 m 5>juULAj 

o g: If you breathe a word of this to 
my mother, I 'll hit you. 

• Be in sb 's good/bad books= 3 I 

*0X0 

o ag: He's been in his girlfriend 's bad 
books since.... 

• Turn a blind eye (to sth)= 

JLa> Lxu 

• Black and blue= (|0j^o) oLo JlSJL 

• Give (sb) a big hand=l 

o eg: The audience gave the little girl a 
big hand when she finished her song. 

• Believe it or not= JVOUO <uSJ V Jl 9 

• At (sb) 's beck and call=«ujLii| 

• With bated breath= 3 \ ) OmI LfiJ I |Oui IS 

(La, 

• Not bat an eyelid= o*=r «-»V 

(J^JI oJ j jO Jl£> 

• Off (your, her, his...etc) own bat= tUL o-° 

LfcJj-O-gj 3 1 dj...ajuULflj|lgiii>lQi,djuULbj) 
qJ j ■■■03 j-Q-oj 3 1 

• Back to front= ■1^3 -LQ-oJ L» f 3 C « o 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 50 ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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Bless yOU = ( a *illxxJI jJl£) !<JJI 
In (your, his, her...) blood= ^ 

( ... Lgj , Oj , JJlm ) gjuJfl 0^9 ,(...Ia,o, J)^ej 

o eg: A love of countryside was in his 

blood. 

Be no business of (sb)= ^puuJ ^ V 

aS\It (..U r o,J)J 

o eg: That s no business of yours » ja 


^UajiOuJ I ■ 


On behalf of (sb); on (sb) 's behalf= *uLi 


• All the best—I dJ 7 bjiaji ^ ooMmuJI 

• As best you can=£UAi *g a JI j Jl9 i fJL& 

• Be on the brink (of sth/of doing sth)= 

(Lo JLoju |oU_fiJE ^1 Lo (ijJLp ,Uluj 

• Be/have nothing to do with sb/sth=l- V 

(\Luo 0» I ) oJ <is\L£> 

■ ■ ■ i 1 1 ( 5 i f ^Mi) (■ ■ ■ «_J § Ia , o ) . i i—o * J ” 2 

o eg 1 : That question has nothing to 
do with what we 're discussing. » L& 

J oJ <l 9dt V — ijdlLOJ ^JLLxmxoJI 

o eg 2 : Put my dairy down, it 's 
nothing to do with you. » ^LLxj^uJI La 

d .P.7 j*uJ = um&OJ. 

• In order to (do sth)=^^ 

o eg: In order to obtain a passport, you 
need to.... 

• As opposed to= 5-0 a^Ln^JL 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J 5 -> «_r-l I jla>! j>o JLa^yi 3 A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . yjuuiJuKj q JI^Al l _j-o "^jLoaJI 
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• Against (all) the odds= 3 ) JS JJuhO 

( dJLpjJ I I . m Lii 

• At (the) worst= jjJlOj C^juJI o'JLt 

• Up the wall= diUU uuoU 

o eg: She went up the wal when I told 
her. 

• Whether (sth) or (sth) not= {\jS) 

(1^) o^. i°^ 

o eg 1 : We shall play on Saturday, 

whether it rains or not. 
o eg 2 : Whether or not it rains, we 
shall play... 

• And so forth=^JLJj L> 3 

• In the main=v*l£^l ^ <& 3 

• Tit for tat — O JlT 1 \ 3 j> OJo’’ \ 3 

• That is (to say)=tf.>I 3 

• All told = JUSJI 3 foLojJL 

• (Be) on tenterhooks= -H *jJI o-« >*l <-4^ 

• (Be) in bad taste= JAs ^ 

&3jl\ 

• In/out of touch (with sb)= 3 \ JL^il 

( Lo ^AXuJ &O ) J Loui j (JJUUkJ 

• In the limelight=«yJL^ LJLuul* 

o eg: The popstar was in the limelight 
wherever he went. 

• Full (Up) —yl jjuJI 3 I |oUtLJI ju> jLuui 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ^U>| «_sJI i 5 Lo>| o-° JLs^yi 3 -fi> ^LsoJI 

JLuil jMjji . >juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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• Lose touch with= ^.ju*>) *JL*JI jjul. 

(*LLo 

• Lose his head=cuL^I jJul, 

• Get IOSt = «LidblJ rq l JouiP JlXjI! 

• That 's that= !_TQ a■ I 3 «_puLgj jljj Ijdb 3 

• Old hat = J 3 >Lo t jOj JlS , oiLoji ols 

• Be an old hand (at sth)= ^ ^ulp) %J*> j-ojlo 
(U 

o eg: I am an old hand at drawing. 

• In the ofhng= % 3-aJI r^ JL* f 

• With good grace=dJ^ 

o eg: He accepted the decision with 
good grace although it was 
dangerous. 

• Thanks to sb/sth=JL^^. #v *A«v 

o eg: We 're late, thanks to you!. 

• Take great pains (with/over/to do sth) = 

JJUL^ JjULf ,6JJUL^ diLkP lJUjilU 

o eg: She always takes great pains with 
her writing. 

• Be at (great) pains to do sth= 1 *#? Jjuu. 

jjbL? J3L?u , 

0 eg: He was at pains to hide his true 
feelings. 

• Off-putting = (^9^^) jjllo , tULXiuuULO jjlP 

• Off and on; on and off= Ij-o ,^U>Ojio 3X1 7 «JLf> 

^>1 oJI j+ 5 1 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J t^Lo) ,_jJI jla>! j>o JLojuyi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ , )juiaJLju q Jl_^9 I "^ajLoaJI 
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• The odd man/one out= ^ 3 \ 

o eg: Lettuce-which is the odd one 

out?. 

• Get off lightly= o~° 

C^Ll*. && I) 

0 eg: Somehouses were badly 
damaged in the storms but we got off 
quite lightly. 

• Bang goes sth=^ o^l JLol V.... 

0 eg: It 's raining!.Ah well, bang goes 
our picnic. 

• Behind bars=oL«^JI «j>J> , U 3 X t * iL B 

• End to end — , *-9 jJaJ LQjd^Lo i _9 jJo 

0 eg: They put the tables end to end. 

• The envy of sb=juum^ ^ 

0 eg: The city 's transport system is 
the envy of many of its European 
neighbors. 

• Trial and error= ( ,jS -) Uoxl I 3 dj^xJ I 

• On the trot=tUAiiil ^I^JI 

0 eg: We worked for six hours on the 

trot. 

• Can't/couldn't abide sb/sth/doing sth = 

IjAAju , O 

0 eg: I can't abide getting up early. 

• (Be) above board=(ol gjuuuJI (^ 3 - 9 ) tJLijJuil 

• Be about to (do sth)=dUi 3 


c 

■X.Q.Q., u I 03J oJj i 3 Ln>l o-° JLaju.yi ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg: The film is about to start. 

• How/what about...?= l->U ,0^ 

(ojuLoVI 3I 1$!^jJI ijS* JLmJLi LoJuJ> ) 

0 eg: I 'm going to have chicken, what 
about you. 

• Be/keep abreast of sth= 3 jsA t-L* 

O Lojln.oJ 1 

• Above a\\=t % jujj J \S ^ foj&i 

0 eg: Above al ! Stay calm!. 

• Of (your/his/her...etc) own accord= 

(j- s l..i6i f lg..io; ,ajuoAj £LfiJL* ^jyO) Lt^Jo 

0 eg: He wasn't sacked from his job, he 

left of his own accord. 

• Across the board= ,oULLxaJI JS 
£»o?ll 

0 eg: A 10% pay increase across the 

board. 

• In the act (of doing sth)= "LuulJLlo 

0 eg: He was looking through the 
papers on her desk and she caught 

him in the act. 

• Take advantage of sth= julajluuu. 

(oaD jjd\) 

0 eg: Take advantage of the cheap 
prices while they last. 

• From afar — Juju 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juuUUuq "^LojJI 
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o eg: The lights of the city were visible 

from afar. 

• I am afraid (that,..)=(...ol) ^I 

o eg: I m afraid I can't come on 
Sunday. 

• Afresh="I jjl3co 

o eg: To start afresh. 

• After all=ouuLle» LoS ,jj| 

o eg: So you decided to come after al . 

• Under age=( M ^ 3 iUJI ax) 

• Again and again= ss ljl J Aj 3 "1^1^ 

• Within limits=J^ ojcoJI ^ 

o eg: I don't mind how much it costs 
within limits. 

• On aggregate=*yLoj-| 

o eg: Our team 3-1 on aggregate. 

• In aid of sb/sth=J euU\ 

o eg: A concert in aid of children in 
need. 


Aid and abet*— «jsJL xo Lajuu jl& imi 


LqJ 1 


Be aimed at sth=^JI 
o eg: The new laws are aimed at 
helping you. 

On the alert (to sth)= 

Oi llo >x^ji 

o eg: The public were warned to be on 
the alert for possible terrorist attacks. 


jJiAii ol <J5-> oJ| i3Ln>! o-° ^buJI 

I_|JuuULjl>3 "jajLoaJI 









COMMON ENGLISH IDIOMS & SLANG (COMMONLY-USED US & 

BRIT ENGLISH SLANG) 
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• All along=iuljuJI jjuo 

o eg: I knew you are joking all along. 

• In all — S' y xXoJ I i o -9 j aJLo .7 

o eg: There were ten of us in a . 

• Not all that...= L> f^ 9 ^iuJI ^^juuULoJ I (jjUUkJ 

■ j ^ I J, A * 1 Q S ^ I 3 JL? JuJLfe « | ^ ■ ■ ■ 

0 eg: The film wasn't all that good. 

• A means to an end= J) aJLu*, 3 j 

• By means of^aJouual^ 

0 eg: We got out of the hotel by means 
of fire-escape. 

• By no means; not by any means= , s IjJ 

0 eg: I 'm by no means sure that this is 
the right thing to do. 

• In the meantime^ 03 ^ ^ ©jj* ^ 

JJj 

0 eg: The builders haven't finished, so 
in the meantime we 're living with 
my mother. 

• Mean well= ,*u LI ( 5 ^JU r IJJL? JuaAj 

OJlC- LuULoJ I ijOUj 

0 eg: My mother means we! but I wish 
she 'd stop treating me like a child. 

• (Be/keep sb) in the dark (about sth^^***, 

■gOuuLXi «_r-9 (u^) u^4*} aJS* f IjjuJ 

Lm>VI 


jlQ-Qj oi 03-> t 9 La>! <_sJ| i3La>j ,>o 3A ^buJI 

, ^juuOLjlj q JI^SI "jajLoaJI 
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o eg: Don't keep me in the dark. Tell 
me. 

• Keep it/sth dark (from sb)= "I ^ ^*11 » 

• Out of date={«L*H>s i a *\\ ^>3 

o eg: Out-of-date methods, machinery. 

• Give sb/get the green light= ,l*J ,«J) o->L 

• Be/go haywire= W^JL> jju 

LoLoji 

• Go to sb 's head=^ 3 >JL v>L^ 

o eg: If you keep telling him how clever 
he is, it will go to his head!. 

• Make amends= 3 i 3 I 

( jjl j ■ ■ ■ J 1.9-91 

o eg: I bought her a present to make 
amends for the horrible things I had 
said to her. 

• Not come/go amiss=v*^«jLo 

o eg 1 : Things are fine, although a bit 
more money wouldn't_come amiss. 

o eg 2 : An apology wouldn't go amiss. 

• By analogy= a *jLiiJL 

• Take sth amiss= 

o eg: Please don't take my remarks 
amiss. 

• At an angle= ^sl>*iL 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol «J 5 -> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil Jjujuii . >juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg: This hat is meant to be worn at 

an angle. 

• In answer (to sth)=J 

o eg: They sent me some leaflets in 
answer to my request for 
information. 

• Anything like sb/th= ^L.) a^>LJL} euL^y 

V*Jts_i V ,{(\Lo (ouKj 

o eg 1 : She isn't anything like her 
sister,is she?. 

C&J LuULj ™ ^JJoaOa Jl La. 

o eg 2 : This car isn't anything like as 
fast as mine. 

V = eJLLx Jl La. 

• Take sth apart= ^ osdL** 

( oSIaSlAj I «u I \jsr I 

o eg: He took the whole bicycle apart. 

• Tell A and B apart=4o>*L^ o*-) 

o eg: It's very difficult to tel the twins 

apart. 

• Arm in arm= a^oLJL} ^LLjulo 

{(J* 

o eg: The two friends walked arm in 

arm. 

• Cross/fold (your, her, his...etc) arms= 

( qJ I ■ ■ ■ OJ XiD £ 1 «fj j JliD ) jO Lc I I I j jj I wJLuuLii 

{ («-Q »Cii« ,«J1 aLo) djLoIxIL}. 


c 

jlP-q-. ol «J5-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q Jl_^9 I "^jLoaJI 
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o eg 1 : She folded her arms and 

waited. 

o eg 2 : James was sitting with his arms 

crossed. 

• Be up in arms=£^o 

o eg: The workers were up in arms over 
the news that the factory was going 
to close. 

• Be under arrest=JL a^ 

o eg: He was under arrest for murder. 

• As for; as to=C. U*s) Ul 

o eg: Jane 's in Paris at the moment. As 
for Andrew, I 've no idea where he is. 

«p 

• As if; as though=ol 3J 

0 eg 1 : She looks as if she 's just go 
out of bed. 

0 eg 2 : He behaved as though nothing 
had happened. 

• As it were= -HH! L*JI o\ 

0 eg: She felt, as it were, a stranger in 
her own house. 

• As of; as from=o-o "sIjjlJ 

0 eg: As from next week, Tim shaw will 
be managing this department. 

• AS tO — j ^JLftjup LoulS 

0 eg: I was given no instructions as to 
how to begin. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

Jjuil JJUJLJ i . >juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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• Ask for trouble/it=^LLoJI CaJXu 

o eg: Not wearing a seat belt is just 

asking for trouble. 

• If you ask me—«_r-*I j ju^j «ju^ I s I 

o eg: If you ask me, she 's too young 
to travel alone. 

• Go astray= & u*»u ! 

o eg: My new pen seems to have gone 

astray. 

• Augur well/ill for sb/sth = o^Sju,. (□ 3 I 

j^) 

o eg: The opinion polls augur well for 
the government. 

qLIa Iflft Jl L*. 

• Under the auspices of sb/sth= ox 

3 \ jOlXui) 

o eg: The visit was arranged under the 
auspices of the local church. 

• Of little/no avail 

o eg: All our efforts to persuade her 
were of little avail. 

• To little/no avail; without avail = JiU<» 

o eg: They had searched everywhere, 

but to no avail. 

• Right/straight away=JbJI ^ 

o eg 1 : I 'll phone the doctor right 
away. 


c 

■X.Q.O., ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg 2 : I understood straight away 
what she wanted me to do. 

• Behind sb 's back= o^L> cl J3 □***£□ 

o eg: They criticized her behind her 
back. 

• Get off sb 's back= |o\Lmj 7 «>-9 

{(a*jJ JLju) djLoIxIL} 

o eg: I wish she 'd get off my back!. 

• Back and forth= s Ll*j 3 

o eg: Travelling back and forth to work 
takes up quite a bit of time. 

• Backward(s) and forward(s)= 3 ^Jl 

o eg: The dog ran backwards and 

forwards, barking loudly. 

• Badly off= 9 J jJsl 3 

o eg: They don't seem too badly off - 
they have smart clothes and a nice 
house. 

• Well off for sth = (c s jv*ii ,>*») U ©ju^ 

o eg: You 're well off for space in your 
office. 

• In the balance=.xS£* ^ 

o eg: Following poor results, the 
company's future is in the balance. 

• Keep/lose your balance= >qq, 3 \ 

Oj j I3J 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q (j-o "^jLoaJI 
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o eg 1 : It x s difficult to keep your 
balance on this icy path. 

o eg 2 : She tripped, lost her balance 
and fell over. 

• (Catch/throw sb) off balance^jJu^. 

<u j V^j ( yyJ I ■ ■ ■ ■ |Q» fc f o f Ia i . i Nj f LojiflOuui) 

o eg: A strong gust of wind caught me 
off balance and I nearly fell over. 

• On balance=jLi^yi js* ^>1 ^ 

o eg: On balance, I 've had a pretty 
good year. 

• (Be) on the ball= & lL^<vuijL^JA^ 

o eg: With so many new developments, 
you really have to be on the ba . 

• Set/startthe ball rolling=l -H ,I 3 I 

o eg: I made the first contribution to 
the collection to set the ball rolling. 

• Climb/jump on the bandwagon= jJLa^ 

^((iuo^uJI 3I Lojj ~c 1 ^ I 

O^ 9 ^jloJ I «-aj Li >>li 

• Into the bargain= ^JU.) o^oLJL} % _ t J^ 

LajI , { (djtjujI[] 

o eg 1 : They gave me free tickets and 
a free meal into the bargain. » L* 

oajuJI 03 jiOloJ I 


c 

■X.Q.Q., ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I VlLo^JI 


60 












COMMON ENGLISH IDIOMS & SLANG (COMMONLY-USED US & 

BRIT ENGLISH SLANG) 


February 
18 , 2011 


o eg 2 :She 's a good manager and a 
nice person into the bargain. » L& 

LaJ qJLLx o Jin 

• Have a bash (at sth)=J s bu 

o eg: I don't know whether I can do it, 

but I 'll have a bash. 

• Off (your, her, his...etc) own bat= 

f l& f (cJ|.. ■ OmJLQJ ,Iq ° j f wXjuULPJ ) 

(cJI.-.o 

• Hold/keep sb at bay= L° 

JlhAj ,«yl jjL9VI 

• Be (yourself, herself, himself...etc)= 

JLSuuUL* ( j . . .gJb t^sdb § Caj I ) f-9 jjiAjui 3 I 

a » io 

o eg: Don't be nervous; just be 
yourself and the interview will be 
fine. 

• ~tO~ be — P iiiuUot JI 7 y>-9 r P »»nl a JI 

o eg: His wife-to-be 

• Bear the brunt of sth=t v ^*^l bUo 3 J-ojxju.. 

o eg: The west bore the brunt of the 

storm. 

• Bear in mind (that) = 

o eg: You can have something to eat 
now but bear in mind that there 'll be 
a big meal later. 

• Bear witness (to sth)=ovU 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg: The burning buildings and empty 
streets bore witness to a recent 
attack. 

• Lose (your, her, his...etc) bearings= ,JL^ 

{ jJ 1.. >3 & t i Caj I) JLiaj 

• Beat about the bush=£ 3 ^ 3 uJI J 35 - 

• Beat time (to sth)= J>ju 

• Off the beaten track= Ijuut .0 

Lol! (LJU> ijuJI (J^LoVIQ L^jJ) V 
o-LJ I) 

• Take a lot of/some beating = ttJLMlj LlO kAJUAi 

o eg: Mary 's cooking takes some 
beating. 

• At sb 's beck and call=o,Uil 
*uoU) 

• Bed and breakfast=J> ^ J3 Uq 3 <xx>Luo 

o eg 1 : Bed and breakfast costs £23 
per night. 

o eg 2 : We stayed in a nice bed and 
breakfast near cork. 


• Go to bed with sb= t? Lou ! {VLlo aiUsD)# 

£-0 |JjOLaxII ijjJ jLm (\LiLo diMjQ) 

• I beg your pardon=^L«,T tJ ±ks\ 

0 eg: I beg your pardor. I picked up 
your bag by mistake. 

• I beg your pardon=lju^ ^ 

• To begin with=J 3 *JI (JUuuoJ I 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J5-> t^La^j ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg: We can't possibly go. To begin 
with it 's too far and we can't afford 
it either. 

• To begin with=aj|juJI ^ 

o eg: To begin with they were very 
happy. 

• On behalf of sb; on sb 's behalf =^ a-Li 

o eg 1 : Mary couldn't be present so 
her husband accepted the prize on 

her behalf. 

o eg 2 : I should like to thank you all on 
behalf of my colleagues and myself. 

• Believe in sb/sth=j 

o eg 1 : Do you believe in God? 

o eg 2 : Most young children believe in 
father Christmas. 

• Believe in sb/sth; believe in doing sth = 

o eg 1 : I believe in the value of a good 
education. 

o eg 2 : He doesn't believe in going by 
car if he can walk. 

• Be a (great/firm) believer in sth= H 

j Lou y i ju> (u^ij) 

o eg: He is a great believer in getting 
things done on time. 

• Below the belt= a *,UD, jjb- 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jjuJLj i t )juiaJLju q l _j-o "^jLoaJI 
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o eg: That remark was rather below the 

bel . 

• Under your belt= jls) } O J Lxi I gOui f yjvjuJ 

{ ( I ■ ■ ■ (Li 1 jl OII JJ I (Li ijSKi I 

o eg: Faldo has got four tournament 
wins under his belt. 

• Bend the rules=U4s a^_L>Tvi jlXO 

• Round the bend = ,05*^ 

0 eg: His behavior is driving me round 
the bene. 

• For sb 's benefit= oXiLfiJ ,axLxoJ 

0 eg: For the benefit of the newcomers, 
I will explain again what we are 
planning to do. 

• Give sb the benefit of the doubt= Cj I (Li jju 

OJmio iJjiAIjjJI jQJjJ (L 9 JliOj 

• Beside yourself (with sth) = OijJojuuoJ I JlAAj; 

fjljh. 1 q O ■ ^1 OjuULAj 7 tvif* (LlIIp Lo t 7 <\jiaI o-oQ 

Ijl? oj^ 9 Lf- aJL* jcjli[J) 

0 eg: Emily was almost beside herself 
with grief. 

• Your best bet=aLui, ol 

0 eg: There 's nowhere to park in the 
city centre. Your best bet is to go in 
by bus. 

• At best — JI^VI ijJuUL? 1 


c 

-X-Q.Q-I ol os-* ,_jJI jli>! 0-0 >&> ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuJUJj JI33I o~° "o-Lo^JI 
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o eg: We won't be able to deliver the 
goods before March, or, at best, the 
last week in February. 

• At (its/your/her/his/their..etc) best= ^ 

^ 0 j■ ■ ■ jOhgjiXL? 3 I JLVL? 31 ajrVL* jjwjL? I 

o eg 1 : This is an example of Beckett 
's work at its best. 

o eg 2 : No one is at their best first 
thing in the morning. 

• Be (all) for the best= 3 \ JJ 3 \ «J) 03 ^ 

(tdl.-W 3 I L@J 

0 eg: He didn't go to London after all, 
but as it turned out it was all for the 

best. 

• Bring out the best/worst in sb=^ 0 u. 

jOXwJI ijiS Lo l^juai 3I 

0 eg: The crisis really brought out the 
best in tony. 

• Do/try (your, his, her...etc) best= 

I ?-I IK \ Q •> I J vgy 3! oxg? J J LoS 

0 eg: It doesn't matter whether you 
win or not. The important thing is 

doing your best. 

• Look (your, his, her...etc) best=( 3 l 3 i** 

i 3 \ 3 Juui) O <J 3 *0 JLo .7 Li 

• Make the best of sth/a bad job= J 3 bu 

(,jyuul £*03 |jyO ^LQJLi^M 

• I bet (that)...=ol -xS'Llo Ll ,oI *>*lj 


jlQ-Qj oi o3-> *9La>! oJ| i3Lo>| o-° ^buJI 

, ^juuOLjlj q JI^SI , jjo "(JajLo^JI 
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o eg: I bet he arrives late - he always 
does. 

• You bet=ejJoJL 

o eg: 'Are you conning too?' 'You bet' 

• (be) Better off 1 =oI o-» 

o eg: You look terrible. You 'd be better 
off at home in bed. 

• (be) Better off = JL^I ^JL. ^ 

o eg: We re much better off now I go 
out to work. 

• You, we... etc had better= ,ol JL*xs*H o-*» 

Ol 

o eg 1 : I think we d better go before it 
gets dark. 

o eg 2 : You d better take a pen and 
paper. You might want to take notes. 

• Get the better of sb/sth= 3 i ^JL 

. iJLp 

o eg: When we have an argument she 
always gets the better of me. 

• Be beyond sb=(U J3 **±* V V 

o eg: Why she wants to go and live 
there is quite beyond me. 

• Bide (my, your...etc) time= 3 \ 'jJdXAS I 

( AjumI LjLoJ I olboJUl ,&XiLwl OjD jj) ^jjm jJouu 3 \ 

o eg: I 'll bide my time until the 
situation improves. 


c 

■X.Q.Q., ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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• Kill two birds with one stone= 

• Give birth (to sb/sth)=jJL 

o eg: She gave birth to her second 
child at home. 

• A bit — I qjAJLi 

o eg 1 : I'm afraid I 'll be a bit late 
tonight. 

o eg 2 : I was a bit annoyed with him. 

• A bit 2 =U*JLsD 

o eg: Could you move forward a bit? 

• Bit by bit=Laujjj[] U*^[]) 

o eg: Bit by bit we managed to get the 
information we needed. 

• A bit much = (j-oI) >*» 

o eg: It's a bit much expecting me to 
work on Sundays. 

• A bit of a=to^l #0“° 

o eg 1 : I 've got a bit of a problem... » 

HA O Jl Lib 

o eg 2 : He 's a bit of a tyrant, isn't he? 

)) £, p** 1 11 jfljt j ^JLL JlAO Jl Ldb 

• Do ( your, our, his... etc ) bit= ^Lul, 

fjJ I ■ ■ ■ goJb LuULii £ 1 goJb LuULj «$ i ( Os t*-» ) 

o eg: It won't take long to finish if we 

all do our bit. 

• Notabit=LLjD 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol U3-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg: The holiday was not a bit what we 
had expected. 

• To bits=b^J ol9 «_*JI 

o eg: She angrily tore the letter to bits. 

• Black and white=(tdl...6 J3 j^ 3 i 

I JJ gOjy 1 

o eg: A black and white television. 

• Be in the black= JuutOJ oJ 

• In black and white=iuLS'n 

o eg: I won't believe we 've got the 
contract till I see it in black and 
white. 

• Be to blame (for sth)=y 3 ^uuLo 03^.D 

o eg: The police say that careless 
driving was to blame for the accident. 

• Draw a blank= iSJumJ Ojl(IjuULo 

o eg: Detectives investigating the case 
have drawn a blank so far. 


A wet blanket= Q ■ 11 XaaX a o jAXuJ 
Wet through=JJLJI ^ 

Be blessed with sth/sb= 1 oJbu ! 
o eg: The west of Ireland is an area 
blessed with many fine sandy 
beaches. 

Bless you!=«JJI 

To have a block (about sth)=o^ H SJ^ JL^uu, 
o eg: I had a complete mental block. I 
just couldn't remember his name. 


jlQ.Qj ol 03-> oJI o-° JLajLiVI j,bJI 

, ^juuOLjlj q JI^SI , jjo "(JajLo^JI 
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• In bloom—QjLOJLo 

o eg: All the wild plants are in bloom. 

• In cold blood = iL 

• Blow (your, his...etc) nose= 3 \ ^) Ja^oJu. 

(!■■■ ow i 

• A blow-by-blow account, description...etc 

(Ot Sth) — (Lo £ < _g\juuJ) ^ cJ Ll»QlOj « Q 

• Come to blows (over sth)=^jL^_ 

o eg: We always come to blows over 
where to go for our holiday. 

• Deal sb/sth a blow; deal a blow to sb/sth 


• Deal sb/sth a blow; deal a blow to sb/sth 

— CLoJuAj (to ijujOj 

o eg: This news dealt a terrible blow to 
my father. 

• Once in a blue moon=ljjLD Ij^n 

o eg: We live in Glasgow, so I only go 
to London once in a blue moon. 

• Out of the blue=6Ut9 

o eg: I didn't hear from him for years 
and then this letter came out of the 

blue. 

• On the rocks=(*LLo ^ 3J jJjuo[\) 

qIaJI % JjO 

o eg: Would you like your whiskey on 

the rocks? 


Be/get steamed up=^ 

c 

JlQ.Qj U l «J5-> <-sJ| i5Lq>( JLsJL>yI 3A ^buJI 

, )juiaJLju q JI33I "jajLo^JI 
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o eg: Don't get so steamed up over the 
issue. 

• On board = (b^ jLLJI 9 \ a^^uuJI) 

o eg: All the passengers were safely on 

board. 

• Bode well/ill (for sb/sth)= ^juu. 3 \ jut*** 

jjuJlm 

• In a body=l**A^o 

o eg: The students went in a body to 
complain to their teacher. 

• Bring (sth) to the boil=o^uu.. (&Lo sLuu^-D) 
j^SLa njLJUdl a? jjJ 

o eg: Bring the soup to the boi , then 
allow to simmer for five minutes. 

• Come to the boil = oJL>u 

• bolt upright—L uiajuLo f «u»L qjuujL»[] 

• Have a bone to pick with (sb)= ol ■>** 

L olXiuJ I^IU L*j «| i iJ^ uu uU L j | J 

• Make no bones about (doing sth)= c ^jou,. V 

o eg: She made no bones about telling 
him exactly what she thought about 
him. 

• By the book= 0 *il > aJI ^uul> 

o eg: A policeman must always do 
things by the book. 

• In the bosom of (sth)=oL**^l ^ ^ 

o eg: He was glad to be back in the 
bosom of his family. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol U3-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

Jjuil Jjujui i . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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• Can't be bothered (to do sth)= ^ 

Lo JLaaj jo LaJ I 

o eg: I can't be bothered to do my 

homework now. I 'll do it tomorrow. 

• I 'm not bothered=,s ^ V 

0 eg: 'What would you like to do this 
evening?' ' 'm not bothered really.' 

• Be at the bottom of sth=(o3^.) o> 11 

ijJIaAxI I 

0 eg: I 'm sure Kate Mills is at the 
bottom of all this. 

• Get to the bottom of sth= 

• Bound up with sth = tov*iJL (VLx.1 

• Out of bounds= aJ ^7 J ^loj r jjJdXo 

0 eg: This area is out of bounds to all 
staff. 

• Have sth on the brain . j O \jS-S J1JU. i1 
(U 

0 eg: I 've had that song on the brain 

all day. 

• Rack (your, his, her...etc) brains= 

^■SjP J L OXo ( qJ j... ^ pJS tjl gJb I OusI) 

0 eg: Steve racked his brains trying to 
remember where they'd met before. 

• The length and breadth of sth=( v ^s) J3J0 

Iq*>» 'jS* 3 jMjJI 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil Jjujuii . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg: They travelled the length and 
breadth of India. 

• Break of day= y** 

• A breath of fresh air <Louuul» 

o eg 1 : Let x s go for a walk. I need a 
breath of fresh air. 

o eg 2 : (figurative) Her happy face is 
like a breath of fresh air in that 
miserable place. 

• Get (your, his, her...etc) breath 
(again/back)— 3 ! ^rjt> 3 ! 3 J&) OMjL&ji ^juuuli 

goUfiJI JJU djJuuOL? <jjJLa-£> 3} 

JoJl ^jjULAjuJI O J \s> y ijvjbLj (JjjuxjLi 

• Hold (your, his, her...etc) breath= ^iX. 

( I ■ ■ ■ 1 31 3J5 31 Caj I) a«iu fl j 

0 eg: We all held our breath as we 

waited for her reply. 

• (be) Out of/short of breath = (o3i-.) &J 

Ca gli f ijjulAjJ I 

• Say sth, speak, etc under your breath= 

• Take (your, my, our, his...etc) breath 

away—(I jjjX ^julajiu } 

0 eg: The spectacular view took our 
breath away. 

• Not breathe a word (of/about sth) (to 

sb)=(V) Q i | | 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg: If you breathe a word of this to 
my mother, I 'll never speak to you 
again! 

• Be brewing=( -H jLju.) ^uj { 1.x* JL aJUjuU 
\LiLo 4 >JulSu oS OajuuuJ 1 (LulajMI £_o JL*_nJI[]} 

o eg: there 's trouble brewing. 

• Bridge a/the gap=‘Mou. : } q-QjuuJI jib 

ijju «gl ^jjuLf't^o.Xo 3 I jjjyiflLXwl fcl^l 

g »■ jjJLt .*q ‘j o ■ ’ tjuJLgj 3 I ^Jjiii(Luuil 
{^AXjJI 


• In brief=jbuL 


o eg: News in brief. 

• (in) Broad daylight=_,l*JI 

o eg: He was attacked in broad 
dayligh . 

• Pass the buck (to sb)= 3 \ aJ^jjuuuJl 

VI (jJLt go^Ll I 

• Pass water={a*A«ij dAjjJoj jjujLlU } J^ju 

• In bulk— oJLojxJL ,6 jjj Lloj 

o eg: If you buy in bulk, it is 10% 
cheaper. 

• Do a bunk= jjjJ I a.M Uaj jjJ I OjjjJLSlILi } ty jQ- 

{ tiUuouuJ J 

• Be bursting to do sth= l 5 3J ^uu.. 

o eg: I m bursting to tell someone the 
news but it's a secret. 


• Get down to business=cbl ^ 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol «J5-> t^La^j ,_jJI jla>! j>o JLa^yi 3A ^buJI 

JLuil Jjujuii . )juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg: Let 's just have a cup of coffee 
before we get down to business. 

• Go out of business= f ySjbuJI aJL ) t* Q * * 

o eg: The shop went out of business 

because it couldn't compete with the 
new supermarket. 

• Have no business to do sth/doing sth = 

aJ (JjulJ 

o g: You have no business to 

read/reading my letters without 
asking me. 

• Go bust= (iJUXJUl j jjiP JLSuuULi JLoi) (jjuJLfijp 

o eg: During the recession thousands 
of businesses went bust. 

• Get busy=J- ojJI lx« 

o eg: We 'll have to get busy if we 're 
going to be ready in time. 

• But then=ol (L> xiianJlo 

o eg 1 : We could go swimming. But 
then perhaps it's too cold, 
o eg 2 : He 's brilliant at the piano. But 
then so was his father. 

• But for sb/sth^^J 

o eg: We wouldn't have managed but 
for your help. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J 5 -> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3 -fi> j,bJI 

Jjuil jMjji , )juuUUu q (j-o jJaJ Lo^sJ I 
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• To have butterflies (in your stomach)= 

1 ) ajloIxJL JLtti} qll ^ 1 jJauio^lL jJUujlm 

{ ( djLOUUl J 

• Give sb a buzz=L *&slL { JUi 

axe LaJ L» } 

• By and large= i oU (UUO) 

o eg: By and large the school is very 
efficient. 

• At large= ©jLuJI ©jj*> JL OJLiuuULii 

{qJ|iiiOLI^aaJI J iJJLOjJXoJI 

• By the way=iuu«jL*JL 

o eg: Oh, by the way, I saw Mary in 
town yesterday. 

• Have (your, his, her...etc) cake and eat 

it— , yj »q*>_» 11 ( jdI■ • ■ i f Jt> «§1 «|I Oul) 

ijjubuJLJ I ( I ■ ■ ■ 7 cv ft ^ 1 «j I Caj I) ^Jju 

o eg: You can't go out every night and 
save for your holiday. You can't have 
your cake and eat it. 

• Be calculated to do sth=[](<v JuOAj ) JlOjJLo 

o eg: His remark was clearly calculated 
to annoy me. 

• (be) On call = (o3i-.) ax 

o eg: Dr Young will be on cal this 
weekend. 

• Call it a day= ©jLuJI ojj&} J^xil ^ 

{(**oU) 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol «J 5 -> ,_jJI jla>! ^jja JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q Jl_^9 I "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg: Let's call it a day. I 'm 

exhausted. 

• To cap it all= <uJJL} i^JI Lo~o 

{ aJL jI j . c JL j ojloLJI 

o eg: What a holiday! The plane was 
delayed for 24 hours, they lost their 
luggage and to cap it al he broke his 
leg skiing. 

• Make capital (out) of sth=.. ^qju- h , Jjuluuu. 

• Hold sb captive= 

• Take sb captive= 

• (I, you... etc) couldn't care less= - V 

o eg: 'You don't look very smart.' 

'Well, quite honestly, I couldn't care 
less.' 


• Careofsb= (abbr c/o)=(o^) 


o eg 1 : Mary Jenkins, c/o Mrs. Brown, 
10 Riverside way, Oxford, 
o eg 2 : You can write to the author, 
care of his publisher. 

• Take care (that.../to do sth)= a *j,a»,, 

o eg 1 : Goodbye and take care! 
o eg 2 : Take care that you don't spill 
your tea. 

o eg 3 : He took care not to arrive too 
early. 

• Take care of yourself/sb/sth= f ovijju. 


■X.Q.Q., oi o3-> oJj i3Lq>| ,>o 3 js> ^LjoJI 

I_|JuuULjl>3 "jajLoaJI 
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o eg 1 : You should take more care of 
yourself. 

o eg 2 : Could you take care of the cat 
while we are away on holiday? 

o eg 3 : She always takes great care of 
her books. 

• Take care of sb/sth= 3 \ ^ jA oJ*- 

o eg: I 31 take care of the food for the 
party. 

• Be/get carried away= g.Q.^juuULi ( 

\LLo ol jLlo 6 x3b LuULoj jj) 

o eg: I got so carried away watching 
the race that I forgot how late it was. 

• Carry weight=iLouLS 3 I 0J3 

o eg: Nick's views carry a lot of weight 
with our manager. 

• Be/feel sorry for sb= 'JlLxxJI 3 \ oj^JL 

. tJLp 

o eg 1 : I feel very sorry for the families 
of the victims. 

o eg 2 : Stop feeling sorry for yourself! 

• As the case may be=iJKjQuLflj loS 

o eg: The money will be received by 
the husband or wife, as the case may 
be. 

• In any case L*^.) Jb- 

o eg: We x ve decided to go in any case. 


c 

■X.Q.O., u I U3-> ,_jJj jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q (j-o "^jLoaJI 
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• in any case = *sL , Jb *sL) Jb 

o eg: He didn't say anything about it at 
the meeting and in any case it 's too 
late now. 

• In case=LuuuL 3 uD («Jb ovs) J 

o eg 1 : I think I 'll take an umbrella in 
case it rains. 

o eg 2 : Take my number in case you 
need to phone me. 

o eg 3 : I wasn't intending to buy 
anything but I took my cheque book 
just in case. 

• In case of sth=(tov*ij O 3 JL 9 ) aJb 

o eg: In case of fire, break this glass. 

• In that case=*JbJI ojJb OvS 

o eg: 'I 'm busy on Tuesday.' 'Oh well, 
in that case we 'll have to meet 
another day.' 

• Prove (your, his..etc)/the case/point=ouLij 

dJj^lL -V3-* F&J3-9 

o eg: No one will believe you unless 
you have evidence to prove your 
case. 

• Cast doubt on ^ 

o eg: The newspaper report casts 
doubt on the truth of the prime 
minister's statement. 


c 

■X.Q.Q., u I 03J ,_jJI JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jjujJ , )juiaJLju q Jl_^9 I ,j_o "^jLoaJI 
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• Cast an eye/your eye(s) over sb/sth=L*aL 

• Cast light on sth=Dk 3 ^ *jsiL.U 

o eg: I '6 be grateful if you could cast 
any light on the problem. 

• Cast a shadow (across/over sth)=V*L 

o eg 1 : The tree cast a long shadow 

across the garden, 
o eg 2 : The accident cast a shadow 
over the rest of the holiday. » L* 

y5jlxo ijuJLoj o^L lxJI 

JLoLSJL a? ^aJI ^ 0.9 3 1 

• Cast (a/your, their...etc) vote=o 3J * v . 

o eg: The MPs will cast their votes in 
the leadership election tomorrow. 

• Catch sb 's attention/eye= oLuiil JlX* 

o eg: I tried to catch the waiter 's eye 
so that I could get the bill. 

• Catch fire=JL *juuju 

o eg: Nobody knows how the building 
caught fire. 

• Catch sb red-handed = l juuuJLLo aJLfr jAjlAj]] 

o eg: A policeman noticed the ladder at 
the window and caught the burglars 

red-handed. 

• Catch sight/a glimpse of sb/sth = & oJL. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J 5 -> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q Jl_^9 I "^ajLoaJI 
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o eg 1 : I caught sight of the man at 

the end of the street, 
o eg 2 : We waited outside the theatre, 
hoping to catch a glimpse of the 

actress. 

• Catch the sun= a *ju**iJI 

o eg: Your face looks red. You 've 
really caught the sun, haven't you? 

• Catch/take sb unawares= oj^L) 

(O j*? uvit 

• A lost cause= 3 l jjuib) ^p>*» y rq Ol/> 3 1 JLol 
(J-iils 

• For certain=(JUj 03-> o-o) 

o eg: I don't know for certain what 
time we 'll arrive. 

• Make certain (that...)=^ 3 i J uuu ! 

o eg: They 're doing everything they 
can to make certain that they win. 

• By any chance=T...^JLLJ 

o eg: Are you, by any chance, going 
into town this afternoon? 

• The chances are (that)... = o-° 

o eg: The chances are that it will rain 
tomorrow. 

• No chance= l >s^o !**>'• 

o eg: 'Perhaps your mother will give 
you the money.' 'No chance!' 


c 

■X.Q.Q., ol «J5-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil Jjujuii . >juiaJLju q "^ajLoaJI 
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• On the off chance= JLo I 

(JajlXo _/JLt 

o eg: I didn't think you 'd be at home, 
but I just called in on the off chance. 

• Stand a chance (of sth/of doing sth) = 

LrjumJ jl OjlSIoupQ 

o eg: I think she stands a good chance 
of winning the competition. 

• Change hands= <Xjui SJlo J*Ju^ 

• Change (my, your, his...etc) mind= Juu 
<U.U 

o eg: I 'll have the green one. No, I 've 
changed my mind. I want the red 
one. 

• Change/swap places (with sb)= <ul£o J-uu. 

Ojl5kOJ 

o eg: 'Let's change places so that you 
can look out of the window.' 

• Change the subject=e 3 ^ 3 -JI jhuo 

• Change (your, my, his...etc) tune= 3 *>) j+ju 

g fl 9y» ^1 Li I ^1 

• Chop and change=^IJ ^ Jjuu. 3 ^ 

• A change of heart= jjj^) 'Jl9 3 ^JI ^ 

• For a change= -H uL*JI 

o eg: We always spend our holidays by 
the sea. Let's go to the mountains 

for a change this year. 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 
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• Make a change=l -H uJu ^Jbu.o Lu«u>o 

• In/out of character— £_<» ^.xuijui 

Lo FjjvjuJ £_o jjl (Lo ^AXul) 

• In charge (of sb/sth)= J 3 ^uulo f0 JL^ 

o eg 1 : Who is in charge of the office 
while Alan x s away? 
o eg 2 : I '6 like to speak to the person 

in charge. 

• Reverse (the) charges= 6^jbcoJI 6J^Xi 

yjJobuJI ,_cJLfr iujj P iiliill 

o eg 1 : Phone us when you get there, 
and reverse the charges. 

o eg 2 : Could I make a reverse charge 

call to London, please? 

• Take charge (of sth)=y 3 ^uuLo os^U 

• Give chase — J jUoj 

o eg: The robber ran off and the 
policeman gave chase. 

• Go cheap— as?j jjluoj ^Lu 

o eg: They x ve got strawberries going 
cheap at the market. 

• Hold/keep sth in check= v *9 ,L>^x 

o eg: Government measures to keep 
inflation in check 

• (With) tongue in cheek=^l>oJI J+m 

• Get sth off(your, his, her... etc) chest= 

OjuUL fl j 7 o-9 Loj (^Jjiii^ j|l iJu I ) 7 " 



Ojj ^La>l «_#JI J)La>l JUlu)II 5A ^LjoJI 

I_|JuuULjl>3 JI 3 JJ! 0~° 
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• Out of/from choice=(o^LuL>l * J~) o 

o eg: I wouldn't have gone to America 
out of choice. I was sent there on 
business. 

• Have a chip on (your, his, her... etc) 

shoulder=iLoUibJI 3 JojuuuJ L» I ^ojIj 

• Strike a chord (with sb)= s l > 3 uuiai) 

( LmJ LuO 

• Strike a balance (between A and B)= jou 

^jjl9 (Jju l louwlj I 

• Strike a bargain (with sb)= 3 \ 

Lo ^aXuii £_o <Ljl 9 LfiJi I 

• Within striking-distance= JL®^) 

( JLloJI 

• (With) no strings attached; without 
strings= Jo jjuJ 3 1 Jul9 J 3 J 

0 eg: We will send you a free copy of 
the magazine, with no strings 
attached. 

• A vicious circle=iLAslajLo aaJb- aaJb- 

• In/under no circumstances= U^o 

0 eg: You must in no circumstances 

mention this subject again. 

• In/under the circumstances= JlL ^ 

«_93_j_LaJ I 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi 3J& ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUJJ JI33I "^LojJI 
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o eg 1 : My father was very ill at that 
time, so under the circumstances I 

decided not to apply for the job. 
o eg 2 : Well, it's not an ideal solution, 
but it 's the best we can do in the 

circumstances. 

• Stake a/(your, their... etc) claim (to sth)= 

o eg: Both companies have staked 
their claim to the same piece of land. 

• A clean sweep=JLoir 

o eg: The Russians made a clean 
sweep of all the gymnastics events. 

• Come clean (with sb) (about sth)= v_o«»A, 

«_9 ,(<lQjlQ.xI I ) 

o eg: She decided to come clean with 
them about the mistake she had 
made. 

• Clean-shaven= vo Ui 3 \ 

• Make (myself, yourself... etc) clear; make 
sth clear/plain (to sb)= s UL 

o eg 1 : 'I do not want you to go to that 
concert,' said my mother. 'Do I make 
myself clear?' 

o eg 2 : He made it quite clear that he 
was not happy with the decision. 

• Keep/stay/steer clear (of sb/sth)= uuXiu 


c 

■X.Q.Q., ol «J5-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 
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o eg: It's best to keep clear of the 
town centre during the rush hour. 

• Clear the air — (j>*3J! aJI j\ (juju) ijJLu 

o eg: I 'm sure if you discuss your 
feelings with her it will help to clear 
the air between you. 

• Clear (your, his... etc) throat=JL*^) 

f xJLSLJ8 dJjgmil \LJLs OjuULfiJ 

o eg: He cleared his throat and then 
began his speech. 

• Around/round the clock= ss l J l fr . 

o eg: They are working round the clock 
to repair the bridge. 

• Put the clock/clocks forward/back= / , 0 ^. 

(«jbuA il / Am\\* 7 o-9 ) US' LuuJ I 

• A close shave/thing=iv 3 ^L ©bu 

0 eg: I wasn't injured, but it was a 

close shave. 

• At close quarters=s^ ^ u^» 0 - 

• Keep a close watch on sb/sth= s*sl^ 

oJLikSJ <Ul9I jja 

0 eg: The police kept a close watch on 
the gang. 

• Close by (sb/sth)= » <-4^ 

clmjSLo 

0 eg: She lives close by. 

• Close on^Lj^ai 


c 

jlQ-Qj ol 03J ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuil jMjji . )juiaJLju q (j-o "^jLoaJI 


85 










COMMON ENGLISH IDIOMS & SLANG (COMMONLY-USED US & February 

BRIT ENGLISH SLANG) 18,2011 


o eg: He was born close on a hundred 
years ago. 

• Close up (to sb/sth)= v » > s ^ 

o eg: You can't tell it's a forgery until 
you look at it close up. 

• Bring sth/come/draw to a close= 

o eg 1 : The chairman brought the 
meeting to a close. 

o eg 2 : The guests began to leave as 
the evening drew to a close. 

• Under a cloud= I (J Lxg Hunt Li JoL^e 

o eg: She left her job under a cloud 
because she 'd been accused of 
stealing. 

• Not have a clue= s ljJ *- 9 ^. V 

o eg: I haven't a clue where you left 
your watch. 

• 135 


c 

jlQ.Qj ol U3-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi ^buJI 

JLuil jjujJ < jjuuUij Jl^9l ViLo^JI 
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c 

jlQ.Qj ol «J5-> ,_jJI jla>! JLa^yi j,bJI 

JLuiljpjuOui < jjuuUJJ JI33I jJajLo-TiJI 
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